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work at such a low price that he had to
sweat the girls in order to carry it thirough.
Then he made the astounding statement that
he did oot blame the contractor,

Hon. A. H, Panton: I think you are
wrong.

Hon. J. E. DODD: I think the hon. mem-
ber will find that in ‘‘Hansard.’!

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Federal Govern-
ment set the price themselwves,

Hon. J. E. DODD: It is just the same.
What can be thought of a contractor who
would take work at a price that he knows
will mean the sweating of the girls who have
to carry on the work?

Hon. A, H. Panton: And what about the
Government?

Hon. J. E. DODD: My experience of some
miners’ unions is that if a man had a con-
tract which did not pay him he was com-
pelled to go on with it under certain pen-
alties. If a contractor takes a contract
where the prices are so fixed that he knows
he will have to sweat the girls employed in
order to carry it out, he is as much to blame
us is the person who lets the contraet.

Hon, A. H, Panton: The girls had to suffer
on_this occasion.

Hon. J. E. DODD: A man who takes work
like that must be & kind of human vampire,
and the soomer he gets ont the better. I
trust that in futwure we shall be able to get
rid of our defieit. Of course we shall not
do that all at once. I also hope that we
shall get out of our difficulties before long.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 5.48 p.m.
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QUESTION—DAIRY FARMING AND
CHILD LABOTUR,

Mr, PICKERING asked the Honorary
Minigter: Hig attention having been called to
an article appearing in the ‘‘Sunday Times’’
of the 27th ult., will he please state whe-
ther, in view of the fact that the dairy-
men on the Stirling estate, in the Capel dis-
triet, view the article in the light of a specific
¢harge of child slavery to cows, he will cause
an investigation to be made and report the
result of such investigation to this House?

The PREMIER (for the Honorary Minis-
ter) replied: ,The article referred to is too
vague to form the bagis of a satisfactory im-
veatigation.

QUESTION—FARMS ABANDONED,

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Mianister for
Lands: 1, How many farms are at present
in possession of the Government through fore-
closure of mortgage to the Agricultural
Bank or Industries Assistance Boardf 2,
What is the total amount involved in the
foregoing question? 3, How many such
farms bave been disposed of to returned
soldiers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1,
927, of which 154 were the property of
settlers who enlisted. 2, (a) Agricultural
Bank, £310,035, including interest. (b) In-
dustries Assistance Board, £06,847. 3, 64,

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVICE
. INCREMENTS.

Mr, SMITH asked the Premier: What are
the intentions of the Government with re-
gard to paying civil servants (a) a further
ingrement under the Classification from the
1st July lastf (bh) adequate living allow-
ances to meet the increased cost of living?

The PREMIER replied: The matter has
riot yet been considered.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION,
NYABING-PINGRUP.

Mr. THOMSON agked the Premier: In
view of the statement that the Federal Gov-
ernment are providing money for the opening
up of land for eoldier scttlements, will the
Government take into consideration the ques-
tion of the construction of the Nyabing-Pin-
grup railway, anthorised in 1915, as the land
in this district im guitable for that purpose?

The PREMIER replied: Yes.

QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLERS.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: In
regard t6 the 647 soldier settlers to whom
loans have been approved, will he please
gtate .(a) the number of such settlers wha

‘held theif properties befors enlisting? (b)

the’ number- of new settlers who have ob-
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tained their holdings under the provisions.of
the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act?
- The PREMIER rephed (a) 193;
454,

(b)

QUESTION— ‘JOURNAL OF
AGRICULTURE.*’

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: Is
it proposed to restore the publication of the
‘‘Journal of Agriculture’’ by the Agrieul-
tural Department?

The PREMIER replied: Not at present.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT HOUSE
BALLROOM.

Mr. JOHNSTON sasked the Premier: 1,
Under what conditions iz the Government
House ballroom made available for other
than vice-regal functions? 2, Does a regula-
tion exist which prevents this ballroom from
being made available to the Returned Sol-
diers’ Assoeiation, whilst not so operating
against an associstion for the protection of
animals? 3, Who framed the said regula-
tien, and under what authority? 4, In view
of the policy of preference to returned sol-
dierg, will the Government have the Returned
Soldiers’ Association placed on at least the
same footing as the Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals and the Univer-
sity in respect to the ballroom. in future? 5,
Will the Government endeavour to seeure con-
trol of the ballroom aw a State ballroom,
under the control of the Ministry, in future?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The whole of
the Government House buildings, including
the ballroom, are entirely within the control
of the Governor for the time being, and any
portions of such buildings can only be made
available under suveh conditions as suweecessive
Governors may approve, 2, No, 3, Angwered
by No. 1. 4, Answered by No. 1. 5, As thig
ts a portion of the buildings assigned for the
nse of the State Governors by arrangement
with the Secretary for State, the suggestion
is impraecticable.

QUESTION—POLICE SECRET
SERVICE FUND.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Mines: Has the Police Department a secret
serviee fund, which is used by members of
the police force to buy information comecern-
ing certain offences from persons outside the
Police Department? 2, How much was so ex-
pended during each of the past ten years?
3, What check or control is exercised over ex-
penditure of thiz naturet ‘

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1
In common with every other police force such
a fund exists. 2, The amount so expended
during the last ten years would require some
time to tabulate. 3, ANl oxpenditure is
checked and controlled, as is the custom in
all police departments.
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T QUESTION—GOVERNMENT RE-
FRIGERATING WORKS,

" Mr. HARDWICK asked the Honorary Min-
ister: 1, What quantity of meat, fruit, and
fish was stored in the Government Refriger-
ating Works, Perth, on the 1lth of this
month? 2, Is this an inerease on the quan-
tity stored on the similar date of last year?

The PREMIER (for the Honorary Min-
ister) replied: 1, In regard to meat, the
storage chambers for this purpose are let at
weekly rentals, and the department does not
kaep account of the quantities of meat stored
therein by the tenante. Ten compartments
were let for meat in both years,
1918, approximately 500 cases; 1in 1919,
8,848 cases. Fish: in 1918, none; in 1919,
110 boxzes. 2, Answered by No. 1

QUEBTION—INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENTS.

Mr. PICKERING (for Mr, Griffiths)
asked the Premier: 1, Has any finality been
reached in regard to the question of assessing
income tax on a three years’ crop bagis? 2,
If so, will he inform the Houge the decision
arrived atf ‘ ] )

The PREMIER replied: 1, The question
as to whether it is advisable to assess on &
three years’ average basis the ineomes made
by persons engaged in farming and other
businesses has not- yet been finalised, but it
will be considered when the Bill to amalga-
mate the Income Tax Aasegsment Act and the
Dividend Duties Acts, which it is intended to
introduee during the present sesgion of Par-
liament, is being dealt with. 2, See answer
to No. 1

QUESTION—ROYAL COMMISSION ON
AGRICULTURE.

Mr. GRTFFITHS asked the Premier: Have
the Government any intention of carrying cut
the recommendations of the Royal Commis-
sion on agricultural industries?

The PREMIER replied: Many of the re-
commendations are already being carried out
in the several depariments eoncerned others
are receiving attention.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Mr, GREEN asked the Colonial Secretary:
1, In view of the disinclination that indus-
trial workers have shown recently to placing
their grievances before the State Arbitration
Court, and in the interests of industrial peace,
will he bring in an amendment of the Act to
remove the disabilities and anomalies that
have appeared in the Aet in the light of the
experiences of recent years? 2, If he iz pre-
pared to bring in an amendment of the Aect,
will he so provide as to empower the court to
grant a maximum as well as a minimum
wage; also to grade the positions of the
workers in such ‘manner as would enable

Fruit: in -~
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them to reach the maximum wage awarded
by the court? )

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
The matter is under consideration, and if the
hon. member will specifically point out the
disabilities to which he refers he will render
assistance. 2, Answered by No. 1.

'QUESTION—RTATE BRICKWOQRKS,

Mr, GREEN asked the Minister for Works:
1, Is he aware that at present there are abouf
40 bricklayers in Perth who are out of work
beeause they are held up for lack of bricks
and other building materials? 2, Is it also
a fact that the State brickworks have been
kept working at full capacity for one shift
per day for some months? 3, What is
the number of orders and the number of
bricks on order with the brickworks at
present unfulfiled? 4, If the facts are as
stated, will he canse another Hoffman kiln
to be immediately erected so as to cope with
the demand by working two shifts, and so
assist in the policy of production that is said
to be the general object of the Government§

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
No. 2, Ves, 3, Seventy-six; two and a
quarter millions. ¢, No.

BILL—WHEAT MAREETING.
Message,
Message from the Governor received and

rend recommending appropriation in connee-
tion with the Bill.

(First reading.}
Bill introduced and, on motion by the Pré-
mier, read a first time.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1. Prices Regnlation.

Introduced by the Premier.

2. Trading Coneerns.

3. 'Traffic.

Introduced by the Minister for Works.
4, Crown Svits Act (1898} Amendment.
Introdueed by the Attorney General

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.)

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Mr. Hol-
man (Murehison) on the ground of urgent
private business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington): The eriti-
ciams which have been levelled by the

leader of the Opposition and others against
the Government have been replied-to gener-
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ally by the Premier, and the Minister for
Mines last evening dealt with the views on
the shipping question presented by the mem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood). The re-
quests made by other speakers have had the
attention of the Government. Their remarks
have been taken note of and will be con-
sidered, and on their merits dealt with. Be-
yond that I ounly wish to remark upon a
few other matters contained in the speeches
made last night. I wish particularly to re-
fer to the remarks of the member for Pil-
bara (Mr, Underwood) wheo, in the course
of a general condemmation of the Govern-
ment, saw fit to deal with myself as Min-
ister for Works. Ordinarily, one would take
no notice of remarks by that hon. member
on matters of this sort, becanse we have
been for years accngtomed to that kind ot
thing when the hon. member was associated
with another Government, as he was as-
sociated with the late Government, when
hae, in his rugged manner, offered criticiam
of more or less value not only regarding
hon. members but regarding concerns, I
have no doubt that the hon. members on
both gides of the House have weighed his
remarks in the balanee and arrived at a
pretty fair judgment as to their value, One
of the points to which the hon. member de-
voted some little time was that the Minister
for Works had been spending tens of thous-
ands of pounds in pulling offices to pieces,
making alterations, and upsetting the routine
of the offices generally.

Hon, P, Collier: And run amok.

The MINISTERE FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member likes. That is a pretty fair
aceusation to make against a man. Teus of
thonsands of pounds have not been spent.
Not half of that will be spent, and if
what we have in view in alterations
and cleaning is earried out there will be
less than a quarter of ten thousand pounds
spent. The member for Irwin (Mr. Gard-
iner) if he were here would admit that, dur-
ing hig term ‘of office as Colonial Treasurer,
the question of effecting economies in the
public service was one to which he, together
with myself, devoted special attention. Tt
will be remembered that for years past there
has hardly been an Address-in-reply or any
get of Estimates dealt with but that one or
more members have drawn attention to the
necessity for the housing of the civil service
in buildings belonging to the Government,
and to the payment of rent being stopped.
It was, therefore, right that we ghounld de-
vote some time to this matter. Three years
ago in this Honse therc was very grave
critieism in conmsetion with the renting for
the Education Department of a building in
38t. Ceorge’s-terrace belonging to Mr. A. E.
Morgans. .

Mr. Munsie: And it was justifiable criti-
eism too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
dispute that. I believe the rental! was some-
thing like £550 a year. There was & great
deal of criticism, justifiable from the point
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of view of hon. members, from: all sides of
. It ‘was impressed
upon the Government that they should at the
earliest possible moment epdeavour either by
building or making other arrangements to
cut away the rents which were being paid.
The efforts of the late Colodial Treasurer
and myself were directed to aveiding if
possible the payment of rents. The build-
ings with which we have been dealing dur-

ing the last three or four months represent

a rental of between £3,000 and £4,000 =
year, and T am satisfled tha.t if T cdn show
we are going to avoid that in the future,
hon. members will acquit me of the charge
which the member for Pilbara hag -made.
In the first place, the late Colonial Treasurer
fonnd by some researches that he inauguratod
—and I was able to endorse the finding by
employing Mr. O'Neili of the Works Depart-
ment, and going into the matter for my-
self,—~that wo had plenty of room in Gov-
ernment buildings of our own, if they were
properly rearranged and- re-organised and
dealt with firmly by Ministers, to house
every officer in the ecivil service. Without
paying 2 pemmy of rent we have enough
room for all our offices,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Did that include ‘the
Agrienltoral Banlk?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. We
found that we could house every officer of the
civil service in Perth under Government roofs,
Being satisfied on that point, surely we had
a right to start on the work. We found, as
every Minister who has been in office in the
State will agree, and I DBelieve every Min-
ister to come afterwards will also agree, that
there was a certain amount of passive re-
sistance amongst the ‘different civil servanta,
Where men have made their cosy nesta and
surroundings to suit themselves, and where
some of them were able wsunveniently to do
comparatively nothing from ome year’s end
to the other, except to draw their szlaries,
there has been this resistance. If it had not
been for the somewhat rugged character of
the Minister for Works, who when- his -mind
i§ made up, usnally goes through with the
thing, e would not have accomplished a
single thing to-day.

Mr. Green: To whom are you referrmg‘i

The MINISTER TFOR WOREKS: To tlie
Minister for Works. I have had to take
action during the last few weeks which I
ragret strongly, bet on aceount of the passive
resistanes of officers of some of the depart-
ments I have been attempting to benefit, 1

‘have had to take this course.

Hon. W. C. A.ngwm
thing.

The MINISTER FOR. WORKS: That is
why I rely on the hon, member to second
the words T am going to nse now. -T have
no doubt if he had been in my position he
wonld have done What I have done, and a
good deal moré-in that respeet.

Mr. Q’Loghlen: What did you do?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We had
a building purchased several years ago for

I had fo do the same
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the: West Perth markets, and into that we

‘had already put the s¢ecountancy branch, the

show rooms, and the spare parts branéh of
the implement works, We found that the
establishment of this branch there, though
contrary to the views of a number of per-
sonig, inflienced our business very -consider-
ably, rendered it far more convenient, and
gave satisfaction to our customers. We have
gince found that weé were somewhat out of
the way there and consequently customera,
who were coming down to deal with the im-
plement works, passing as they did a number
of private firms who were selling implements,
called in on the way and instead of our get-
ting the orders, our competitors got them.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tz not the bulk of the
business done in the country towns, or at
the sidings$

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
make that clear later. We then hegan to
see what we could do, We were enabled to
find a show room in Murray-street at a very
moderate rental and we installed our men
there. That gave us our first keynote. We
then found it necessary to shift the Mines
Department from the premises it oceupied,
and it was removed to the Stores building
in Murray-street, which was too big for the
present utilities of that department, and o
the Stores were moved to Marquis-street. By
this move we gave the Stores all the room
and facilities they needed. At the same time
we liberated - the big buildings previously
oceupied by the Stores and shifted the
Mines Department; there, The building lately
cccupied by the Mines' Department was
like a rabbit warren and full of holes and
corners. It was unfit for any decent peraon
to work' ii, being dark and dirty, and it
smelled. I~ said on one oceasion before
making the shift that T would not put a
respectable pig into the building, We have
now given the Mines Department eclean
roomy and healthy offices. The permanent
head of the department and the Publie
Service Commissioner have thus been given
an opportunity. of seeing right %before
them the men who are employed in the de-
partment and of seeing whether they really
are ¢ats who catech mice. The next thing wo
did was to shift 'the Chief Inspector of
Machinery, a gentleman who I think: . has
been referred to in this Honse as heing a

" mysterious’ official because he seems to have

been under a Minister who hds known very
little about him. ‘We moved that official to
the barracks. We wanted him-there so that
he might earry on.his: work without disturb-
ance. We know that professional men do

"not like disturbanee and we have him now

ensconced in offices in the barracks. - Wa
then altered his former offices so as to-give
the' Auditor General and his staff- more
accommadation: ~ Mr. Toppin told me on
Saturday last that.bhe is-absolutely satisfied
with. his new rooms, and that his men are

"also satisfled, and that they are tharnkful

they have at last got into self contained
quiet and clean offices where' they-can do
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better work. We have also been enabled to
shift the Public Service Commissioner from
Surrey Chambers, where we have been pay-
ing rent to the extent of £250 per annum,

Mr, Underwood: How much are you pay-
ing A, E, Morgans for his house for the
Education Department?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
already told the House that. The building
formerly occupied by the Mines Deopartment
is being thoroughly pulled to pieces. I be-
lieve that if the hon. member had tried to
malke a bigger mess of it he could not have
done so with all his skill, which unfortu-
nately I do not possess., It will cost prob-
ably £900 or £1,000 to make the neecessary
alterations to that bunilding, and as soon as
it is completed the Agricultural Department
and the Industries Arsistance Board will be
accommodated there and that will represent
a saving in rent of £1,984 per annum. All
that should be sufficient to show that some
thonght and care have been taken in dealing
with these matters.

Hon. P. Collier :
whole thing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The man
who has done the slogging work is Mr.
0’Neill of the Public Works Department,
but I take the responsibility. I do mnot
shelter myself behind any man., There re-
mains the question of the housing of
the Fducation Department. We are pay-
ing £550 annually in rent for the building
in 8t. George’s Terrace. At the present time
the only thing which I think we ecan do is
to add another storey to the general stores
bueilding. That would cost, it is estimated,
between £2,000 and £2,500, and that being
done we could place the Eduecation Depart-
ment there permanently. They have their
atores for their statiomery in that building,
and that wonld be a convenienee, and in that
way we should save £540 which is being paid
as rental. The member for Trwin (Mr, Gar-
diner) and I had many conferences to see
how the money which was being paid in rent
could be saved, and T am satisfied that had
the hon. gentleman remained in office my
task of dealing with the matter would have
been rendered easier, because he is a man of
great foree of character, and the officials he
had to deal with would not have dared to
throw trouble in the way as has heen done,

Mr. O’Loghlen: What happened to the

Who re-organised the

officinls who were passively resisting. Did
they go ont?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I talked

to them and the trouble petersd ont.
The next matter I want to refer to
is that of the Wyndham TFreszing Works.
The hon. member made some reference to old
debates when T oceupied a seat on the op-
posite side of the House, and he said T threw
out a barrage of insinnation that palm grease
and that sort of thing had been resorted to.
If the hon. gentlemanp rteally thinks that, no
words of mine will remove the impression
from his mind, He is a man of tenacity and
the only regret I have is that his view is so
narrow. It is the duty of every member in
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the Houss, if he holds the opinicn that there
has been wilful waste or bad administration,
to bring the matter before the House and
atate his facts and let the House giva its ver-
dict upon them. I am not aware that I dealt
in insinvations. The verdict of the House,
however, was perfectly plain, and it justified
whatever action I took. I wonder the hon.
member has not higher ideals than that, even
ideals as high as the lamp post referred to
by the member for Fremantle. The hon.
member algo tried to make eapital out of an
old contract with the Government of which
T believe he was a member, the amount of
the contract being atated by him as £250,000,
Mr. Underwood: That was our estimate.
The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
value of that contract is shown by the action
of the very Government that he was a mem-
ber of. After they made their contract with
Mr. Nevanas they paid Mr. Nevanas £11,000
to break it.
Hon, W, C. Angwin: That is not correct.
Mr. Underwood: That is utterly wrong.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Mr.
Nevanas was paid the money,

Hon. T, Walker: We bought material.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Give the exact
amount; it was £8,000.

The MINISTER PFOR WORKS:
say £8,000.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
is nothing to you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr.
Nevanas was paid a sum and his contract
was concluded. It showed the opinion of
the then Government of the value of the con-
tract they had entered into with Nevanas.
Even if it was a £5 note that was paid to
Nevanas, it showed the value they placed
upon the contract. Therefore, so far as the
statement of the member for Pilbara is con-
cerned it is abaolutely out of court. When
the Wilgon Government took office the
amount of money on the lst Auvgust, 1916,
that had already been paid away in connec-
tion with the Wyndham Freezing Works was
£144,000. That was actually eash that had
been paid away, and at that time the liabili-
ties which had been incurred for which
money afterwards had to be found amounted
to another £100,000 or £120,000, and what
the Premier of the day and his Ministera
had to consider was the making provision
for another £250,000 or more which the esti-
mate before them required.

Hon. P. Collier: Where has the money”
gone?

Mr. Underwood: Yes, what hecame of it%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
had heen paid out of the Treasury before we
tooh offiee £144,000 cash. What became of
that money I cannot tell.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We want to know
what has become of it since you took office.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member will know soon. There were liabili-
ties of about £100,000. What the Ministry
of the day had to consider was whether they
wers prepared to serap practically a gquar-
ter of a million of money and they decided

Wel,

A thousand or two
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they were not, and so the works were
continned, That was the position so far
a8 the works were concerned, then, beeause
owing to the action of the previous Govern-
ment the works had been started. Men had
been sent there, foremen and officers had
been sent there, and the works were going
on, and more than that, in their wisdom the
then Government made an agreement with
an engineer of the name of Dalton, who had
bren selected by the Public Service Commis-
sioner, to design and construet and after-
wards earry on the operation of these worka.
The plans which Dalton prepared were sent
to Sydney—and he went with them—to be
examined and revorted upon by Mr. Coxon,
a consulting engineer of eminence,

Mr. Underwood: Dalton had not prepared
any plans

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;
according to the hon. member he did
not do anything. These plans came back
to us, and practically the only alteration
‘made to them was that there shonld be more
ingulation. The hon. member makes a big
song about the expenditure. I do not think
these works will be completed under prob-
ably £600,000. Let me tell hon. members a
few little things that have oceurred singe the
Labour Government made up their mindsg
that they would have these works. Since the
present. Government took office the expendi-
ture on construetion has been £232,400,
Owing to labour demands enforeed by strrkes
which, due to the distant and isolated posi-
tion, rendered the Government impotent, the
wages bill coniainy £30,677 for advances in
rates of pay sinee the start of the job. The
machinery provided by Nevanas was insuffi-
cient and incomplete. Hig estimate for
machinery and for fixing, etc., was £48,000,
and a8 a matter of fact the additional machi-
* nery that had to be ordered and pot together
and erected in addition to what had been
provided cost £70,000.

Mr. Underwoed: You told us the works
could be built for less than £200,000.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS;

not.

Mz, Underwood: You did.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The hon.
gentleman is an hon. gentleman; that is
all that can be said about him. Then came
the question of insulation. Mr. Nevanas had
provided £5,000 worth of cork board, but
owing to the consulting engineer and others
congidering insulation had to be made bet-
ter, we had to purchase £25,000 worth of
additional cork board. The steamer fares
and the paid time of the men going up and
coming back had to be considered also.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I hope some of
those other pentlemen associated with the
erection of freezing works will take notice of
this.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
steamer fares and time allowed to men alone
came to £18,801. The freight we had to pay
for material came to close on £53.000. The
houges for the men, which were ngver pro-
vided in the Nevanas contract, came -to

I did
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£12,000, and no provision was made for con-
nection between the works and the jetty,
nor did Nevanas make provigion for the cil
tanks, which cost £16,000. The total of
those figures is a.pproxlma.tely £230,000, and
I defy the hon. member; with all "hig bluff
and silly self-assertion, to tackle them.

Mr. Underwood: Yon said you could build
the works for less than '£200,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I under-
stand that a gentleman who has been visit-
ing the North is to bring forward a motion
later on wlhich imay invelve the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission, I would wel-
come¢ 50 Royal Commissions, and no doubt
the Government will be prepared to grant
one. T have given these figures to show
the House, that when the member for Pil-
bara wag a member of the late Govern-
ment and visited the works as he did, he
came back and never offered his colleagues
the slightest inkling that anything could be
altered or improved.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He had lost faith in you.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: He hung
on to us after that.

Mr. Underweod: Did not I tell you things
were wrongf

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In ima-
pination, the hon. member might have done
a lot of things.

Mr. O’Loghlén: Does the hon. member
who intends to move for a Royal Commis-
sion allege that there has been wastef

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know, and do not mind. So far as it has
been possible for a Minister and his officers
to direet the carrying out of a work like
this at a distance of 2,000 miles or -more, .
there has not been a single bit of waste
which conld have been avoided. The staff
on the works had a most diffieult and trying
proposition to carry out. Labour troubles
have harassed the management from the
start. To procure material has been a prob-
lem causing coustant anxiety. Substitutions
had to be made to fit in with what was pos-
sible to obtain. The shortage of shipping,
owing to the war, resulted in piecemeal
delivery, hindering the progress of the eree-
tion of the bnildings and materially adding
to the cosats,

Hon. W, C; Angwin: The only mistake you
made was in not leaving ws to finish the
works.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Perhaps
0. The manager for Vestey Bros, Mr.
Nicholls, called on me eighteen months or
so ago, and we discussed the question of the
cost of such works. He told me that Ves-
tey’s works, the estimate for which was just
over £300,000, had cost the firm over £750,000,
and he did not then know where they wonld
finish.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Vestey’s wrote us a
letter stating the estimate was £100,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr,
Nicholls gave me the figures T have wmen-
tioned. T kmow nothing about the construc-
tion of freezing or chilling works, but T
have gained & little experience from the



140

building of these workd, and it is sufficient
to persuade me to have nothing to do with
them in the future. The abuse of the hon.
member comes with very ill grace from him.
Heo was very rude to the late Premier at the
close of last session, so rude that a man of
deceney would have felf it ineumbent on
him to leave the Ministry then. He has told
the House that another of his colleagues, Mr.
Colebatch, was a mountebank and a coward.

Mr. Underwood: That oceurred after-
wards.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And he
practically told the House that I was a silly
old fool, without experience and fuil of bluff.

Mr. Munsie: He did a good all-round
job.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: AIl T can

say is that while the hon. member was away
on his unexplainel h-uiness trip he was in
the pay of the Government, and the three
members I mentioned were respongible for
ong-half of his salary, ahd if he wishes to
_pose in this House as being a square man
and so forth, with the knowledge that dur-
ing the time he was away he was not doing
the work for which he was paid, he will re-
fund the money; otherwise’ he stands econ--
demned.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I do not like your chance
of getting it. .

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle): I am surprised at the Minister for
Works becoming heated over the statements
made by some of his own supporters. If the
statements had come from this side of the
House, I could have understood it.

The Minister for Works: So could I

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Generally, in deal-
ing with questions, the Minister is very
fair, He dealt with the amount we paid to
Nevanas by way of what he termed com-
pensation, but I say that not one penny of
compensation was paid by the Government
for the closing of that comtract., Nevanas
wag paid £3,914 as commission on material
which he purchased and at that time we
were tod that the priee had so- increased
that the value of the material was equal to
£13,000, so we were raally £10,000 to the
good. I am right in saying that i the Gov:
ernment had purchased the material for the
Wyndbham freezing works since them the
£13,000 would have had to be increased con-
siderahly.

The Minister for Works: Quite right.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There is a big
difference between the £11,000 or £12,000
representing the value of the material
we purchased and the £3,000 commis-
sion. Nothing was paid to Nevanas as
compensation. The Minister himself, since
taking office, has agreed to pay the Westra-
lian Farmers Ltd. 7} per cent. as commis-
sion on goods sold for him. By paying five
per cent. commisgion at that:time we were
clearly on the right side. We did not-pay
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Nevanas for cancelling the contract. We
caneelled - the contract because we were
satisfied .that Nevanas could not earry it
out. . I agree with the Minigter that other
works had necessarily to be carried out at
Wyndham, It is true there was no ¢onnec-
tion between the works and the jetty; the
jetty was not in the contraet, and the eon-
nection between the jetty and the works
wag not considered with the contract, We
were accused. at the time of having entered
inte a contract for oil tanks. Now we are
told there was no agreement under Nevan-
as’s eontract in connection with the oil
tanks.

Mr. Munsie: Times have altered; it pays
him to say so now.
" Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: No doubt the
works have cost a good deal of money, and
no one has realised that more than Vestey
Bros. at Darwin, If I bad known thig dis-
cussion was coming on, I would have
brought information to show that Vestey
Bros. intended to spemd £100,000 on their
works at Darwin, When they found that
the works were costing more, they wrote
asking if we would entér into arrangements
with them and obviate the crection of
works at Wyndham. Their works at Dar-
win had then cost £300,000, and they &id
not know where the expenditure would end.
8o it is not Government officers alone who
incur increased costs over the estimates for
the construction of such works. Here we
have an American firm, acquainted with
American tactics, unable to estimate within
several hundred thousand pounds the total
cost of their works. I do not know whether
the Press will také any notice of this, but T
would remind them that although they re-
fer to the Wyndham works as the white
elephant created by the Labour party, eost-
ing the eountry £600,000, the total estimated
cost of the works when the Labour party
left office was only £270,000, To-day we are
told they will cost from £600,000 to £700,-
000. Tt is a great mistake to change the
management of such works. Whoever is sent
there as manager must find something
wrong in order to condemn his predecessor.
That is the difienlty. As soon as Mr. Dal-
ton came along, he disagreed with the plans
prepared by Dunkerley and Nevanad., It
way arranged to send thowe plads to Mr.
Coxan, in New South Wales, an expert in
chilling and freezing works, and when he
got them he condemned them because the
insulation was not complete,. The Min-
ister tells us this item has cost £25000 ex-
tra, The plans were prepared by Dunker-
ley as engineer to Nevanis, No doubt they
were drawn on the lines of works in Vie-
toria, with which Dunkerley was familiar,
but the climate in the North-West is very
different, and the engineer adviscd altera-
tions. - Mrt, Dalton, who I believe waa in
charge of the comstruction and running of
works for an- American firm in Queensland,
and who, according to the facts placed bha-
fore the Public SBervice Commissioner at thée
time, was more qualified than-any ‘other
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man in Queensland to take charge of the
works, was engaged to be at Wyndham
during the construction of the works, so
that he would become aun fait with
the whole conecern and would know
how to handle it when it was completed.
I am informed that the works are completed
and that Mr. Dalton has been thrown out and
someone else put in his place. A new man-
ager has come in, and I suppose he will want
another couple of hundred thousand pounds
to rebuild the works according to his ideas.
And the same thing would occur again if we
had yet another manager, I do not know the
latest manager—he may be all right—but if
he is no better at calculating the cost of the
works than he is at caleulating what is re-
quired to supply the metropolitan market
with meat, he is very much at sea. When
the Wyndham works were started, it was the
intention to bnild them so that the dead meat
could be brought to Premnantle, not frozen,
but chilled. It was wunderstood that that
meat would be suitable for the metropolitan
grea. I have had some of that chilled meat,
a small quantity brought down by the ¢ West.
ern Australia,’’ and I say that better meat
one could not desire. I enjoyed that meat.
The expressed intention at the time of the
purchase of the ‘‘Kangarco'’ was that she
should be used for the Wyndham Freezing
Works.  As has been repeatedly stated in
this House, she was not intended to go into
the various ports on the North-West coast,
becavse she was too deep draught for that.
She was intended also to go oversea: and
she was to be insulated, and she was to bring
down chilled meat to Fremantle. Now the
new manager, I understand, says it is im-
possible to bring down echilled meat from
Wyndham to Fremantle, that the distance is
toc great. Apparently, the metropolitan ares
is not going to get any chilled meat from the
Wyndham Freezing Works. This is being
done, in my opinion, for the purpose. of
boosting up freezing works at this end of the
State, where there are no cattle available.
For years to come we shall not have cattle
in any numbers within reasonable distance of
the metropolitan area. A man who has spent
a lifetime in the cattle frade tells me that it
iy & matter of impossibility at present to get
within reagonable distanece of the metropoli-
tan area sufficient cattle to supply the people
of that area with beef for one week, And
yet we are told that there is no need to bring
meat from Wyndham to supply the metro-
politan area. I suggest that some other ad-
vice is required by the Government in this
connection, For years it has been recog-
niged that in order to make meat available at
a reasonable price in the metropolitan area,
meat must come from works eraeted at Wynd-
ham. No doubt in the next gemeration there
will be o possibility of obtaining cattle with-
in a reasonable distance of the metropolitan
area—say in about 25 years from now. But
to-day the catile are mot there. 1 am told
there is a fair possibility of a supply of
sheep near the metropolitan area, but that
does not apply with regard to cattle. One of
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the primary objects of the comstruction of
the Wyndham works was to provide chilled
meat for the metropolitan market.  That
well-known agreement which could not be
found, that agreement with Nevanas for the
management of the works, that draft agree-
ment, contained special provision whereby a
certain rate of commission, a lower rate of
commisgion, was payable in respect of meat
required by the metropolitan area, and where-
under a demand could be made that the first
supplies from the works ghould be sent to the
metropolitan markets in the form of chilled
meat. That was one of the conditions of the
draft agreement which was never finalised,
and it shows conclusively that at that time
the intention in establishing the Wyndham
works was not only to enable the station
owners to get rid of their caftle buf also fo
furnish the people of Western Australia with
a cheap meat supply. Mr. Hardwick, the
present Government Architeet, was sent to
the Eastern Siates for the purpese of in-
specting cool chambers there, so that he
might be able to ereet a cool chamber at
Fremantle. The cool chamber was intended
to be used principaily for the astorage of
chilled meat from Wyndham, though it might
also have been used to hold sheep or lambs
for export, and fruit intended for export,
However, it seems that the whole scheme of
supplying the metropolitan market with
chilled meat from Wynham has been set aside
for the purpose of erecting freezing works
at Fremantle, whereby the small quantity of
beef and moutton we have in the State will
be exported from Western Australia. I must
support the Minister for Works in his pro-
posal for the removal of Government offices.
It was my unfortunate lot at one time to
engage in such an undertaking, and T ex-
perieneced the greatest difficulty in getting
any officer to remove from the very centre
of the City. The removal of the Education
Department to the wooden buildings within
the grounds of Parliament House ensured a
saving of £650 per annum rent for privately
owned offices. It was a very hard job indeed
to get the officers of that department to shift
up here. When the Colonial Secretary’s office
was removed to the Health Department offices
in Murray-street, the officers of the former
department msed every possible endeavour to
avoid going there. Again, when the Taxa-
tion Department was to be remaved from
Howard street for the purpose of saving the
payment of rent, the officers of that depart-
ment eomplained that in Wellington-street
they would be out of the centre of the ity
and iv a place where it would be inconvenient
for the people to pay in their taxes, I
told them that they were in the fortunate
position of not having to show goods in order
to make sales, and that the cheques of the
public would come to them in any case. I
am pleased that the Government offices are
being brought together again, as they were
in the time of the Labour Government. In
my opinion, the only way to get over the
difficulty is to have all the Government offices
centralised on the basis of the scheme sug-
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gested by the member for Pilbara {(Mr. Un-
derwood). The Government ought to build
new offices on .the site of the old police court
in Barrack-street, linked up with the present
offices.

Mr. Underwood: Hear, hear! The rest is
waste.

The Minister for Works: IFf we get rid of
the Post Office people, we can take all the
eivil servants in Perth and put the whole of
them in that ome block.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: When that is done
we shall have all the Government offices to-
gether, which will be better for the public,
and will result in the work being carried out
more efficiently than it is at present. During
this session it is becoming fashionable for
hon, members to state that the Government
cannot rely on their loyal support, During
the war the leadler of the Opposition prom-
ised the late Mr. Prank Wilson, then Pre-
mier, that we on this side would render him
every support so long as he brought forward
measures hot of a controversial character.
The leader of the Opposition not only gave
the then Premier that promise, but made
that promise a plank in the poliey of the
Labour party when he appealed to the people
of Western Australia. At an election meet-
ing at Boulder he read to the electors the
letter which he had written to the then Pre-
mier, and said, ‘‘This is going to be our
policy while the war lasts.”’ And that policy
has been faithfully carried out. But now the
war iy over, An hon. member said last night,
‘¢ Nationalism is gone. We have not a Nation-
alist Government now, I do not feel myself
bound to give that same loyal support to the
present Government as I gave to the Nation-
alist Government during the war.’” Like the
hon. member opposite who made that pro-
nouncement, I do not feel myself bound to
give to the Government in the future the
same loyal support whick I have accorded
them in the past.

Hen, P, Collier: You will give them rea-
sonable support, but not loyal support.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Any measures
brought down by the Government which are
for the advantage of the eountry will have
my loyal support, but I am no longer going
to stand behind the Government in regard to
everything they bring down, as I have done
in the past. That argument was used by an
hon. member opposite, and T have adopted
it from him. It is becoming a practice on
the part of members who have left the Lab-
our party to insinuate that those commected
with that party do things that they would
not do were they not adherents of that party.
Indeed, those hon. members say that they
themselves, while belonging to the Labour
party, did various things which they would
not have doune if they had not belonged to it.
I now challenge every hon. member who has
ever been a supporter of the Labour party
to say that in following that party he has
ever done anything of whick he need be
ashamed.

Mr. Underwood:
war, ’

Except as regards the
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: That is something
entirely different. There is not one member
can aay so. It ig stated, however, that owing
to the existence of party government, mem-
bers have sometimes to take a line of action
which they would not take but for the exist-
ence of party government. Let me say that,

-under the -system of government adopted by

the various British communities, party can-
not be done without.

Mr, Mullany: 1t all depends upon how
far you carry party.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is true that,
by an alteration of the Constitution, it would
be possible to do away with party govern-
ment; but, under present conditions, there
must be a check on the Government—I care
not of what political faith the Government
may be. At the present time that check is put
in the bands of the Opposition by the people.
When we can follow the lines of Switzerland
and various States of America there might
be a possibility of abolishing party govern-
ment, becanse under those Constitutions the
people themselves can keep & check on the
Government by demanding initiation and re-
ferendum whenever necessary, .

Mr. Davies: The Labour party repudiated
the referendum when it did not suit them.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There must be
party for the best conduct of the affairs of
Parliament and of the Governmemt. I go
so far ag to say that the greatest curse we
can have in any Parliament is a too great
majority behind the Government. I have
seen in this House Governments with over-
whelming majorities, Governments with nar-
Tow majorities and even Governments with
no majority at all, as in the case of the pre-
sent Government. The best majority we can
have in a House of 50 members is a majority
of not more than three or four, and some of
those not too loyal. It is mueh better to have
8 narrow majority than a large one. I notice
that on the 17th May Iast Mr., Asquith, the
ex Prime Minister of England, one of the
greatest parliamentarians we have had, and
a man of authority:

Mr. Underwood:
ties.

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: When speaking at
Newcasgtle-on-Tyne, Mr. Asquith emphasised
the inestimable advantage of opposition in
Parliament. He dsclared that it was the es-
sence of Parliamentary life. The artificial
conditions which prevailed in connection with
the December elections, he said, had resulted
in a top heavy and unworkmanlike machine,
He went on to remark that a coalition was
often necessary in a period of war, but that
it was wholly unsuited to normal peace com-
ditions, He. contended that there must be a
speedy return to healthy political and party
divigion. Thus, on tha statement of one of
the best parliamentarians in England——

Mr. Underwood: He is a diseredited par-
linmentarian; he failed,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: For many years
he held the public confidence as Prime Min-
ister of England.' He iz an autherity on

But of disreputable tae-
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Parlinmeatary life, and he says that pariy is
the very essence of that life.

“Mr. Underwood: He is mevrely trying to
get baek aga.l‘n He 1s out.

[The Spea.ker reswmed the Ohau']

Ton. W. C. ANGWIN: I think hia opinion
ought to carry some weight even with fhe
so-called politicians of Western Australia.

Mr. Pickering: Speak for yourself.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It should be of
some weight even with those men who get
up on every platform and, because they are
not satisfied with their posu:mn, ¢lamour for
the abolition of party Government. Unless
our Congtitution is gltersd, I should say,
f“God help this' country when there is no
longer party Government.’’ I hope this
squabble about party Government will cease
and that those who use it on the platform
will remember that we have in Western Aus-
tralin to-day, and bhave had for the past two
years, party Government as strong and bitter
ag the higtory of the State has known.

Mr. TUnderwood: You ars quite right
there.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Let us not go out
and attempt to fool the people all the time,
Let us not tell the people that they have free
and independent action, for we lmow it is
not so.

Mr.
kind.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: The hon. member
knows it too. He has never dared to get up
in this House and eriticise his Premier in the
way he di} in caueus. .

Hon. P. Colijer: And then took z job
under the man he wag critieising.

Hon., W. . ANGWIN: We were told in
the Press that the hon, member was the
greatest critie of the Premier at that time,
after which he went down on his knees and
said to 8ir Henry Lefroy, ‘‘Please make me
one of yonr Henorary Ministers.’’ The hon,
member is one of those who are continually
taking the public platform and declaring
that party government is ne longer required.
He does not know what party means; he
has never been true to a party in hig life.
-Yet he is the greatest party man in the
Honse in that he follows the Government
to-day whether tight or wrong. Any other
member on that side of the House would get
my eonfidence and trust scomer than would
the member for Cuildford (Mr. Davies).

Mr. Davies: It is characteristic of a
Cornishman. You say I am a party man
and you say T am not; which way will you
have mef

Mr. Green: We will not have you at any
price.

Davies: You know nothing of the

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have never said

““Cornwall for ever best!’' Cornwall is all
right, but I have for long contended that
Western Anstralie is muoch better.  Some
hon. members have tried by a side issue to
drag in the Fremantle wharf trouble. The
member for Framantle (Mr. Jones), the
member for Sussex (Mr, Pickering), and
the member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood),

(6]

-each had a go at it.

it was time something should be done.
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I do not agree with
the member for Pilbara that the Minister

- for Educatmn iz either a mountebank or a

coward,
Mr. Underwood: I believe he is both.

Hon, W, C.-ANGWIN: I do not believe
be is either. In going down to Fremantle

. that day the Minister showed that be was

not a coward, And when, on arrival there,
he realised the position, he was man enough
to admit it. "His action that day provented
bloodshed. I wish to repeat that I did my
utmost in endeavouring to settle the dispute.
The member for Moore (Sir Henry Lefroy)
kmows that times out of number I appealed
to him in his office to use his influence with
the shipping companies. He ecould not do
anything with them, for they were as solid
28 a rock and would not bend. I gave the
hon. member eredit in this Chamber for en-
deavouring as far as possible to bring about
an amicable settlement. I appealed to the
late Colonial Treasurer (Mr. Gardiner) in
the same manner. I appealed to tha Honse,
and the House by ita expression agreed ‘that
Yot
nothing was done. * The’ shipping companies
were ruling the roost. There i3 no donbt
that the affair could have been settled satis-
factorily without drastic action being re-
serted to. At the Governor Genergl’s cou-
ference held in Melbourne, an agreement
was entered into that certain aetion should
be taken. We on our part endeavoured to
carry out' that agreement, but the employers
refused to abide by it. T.et me read an
extract taken from the f‘West Australian’’
of the 13th Jume, 1918—

Governor (eneral’s conference. Attitude
of the Employers’ Federation. Following
upon the publication of the article in last
Myouday’s " West Australian’’ sefting out
the attitude of local labourers towards the
recruiting campaign which has been in-
stitnted as a sequel to" the Governor Gen-
eral’s conference in Melbourne, the seere-
tary: of the Employers’ Federation (Mr.
F. S. Andrews) was invited to indicate ths
attitnde of the Federation in relation to
the proposals made by the leader of the
Federnl Opposition {Mr. Tudor) at that
gathering.  Yesterday, Mr. Andrews made
the following statement—*f Some three

_weeks ago the State Government referred
to the Federation ecertain points arising
out of the Governor (eneral’s eonference.
The Tederation immediately gave these
matters full consideration and following
on a special meeting of the couwncil held
on Monday last, a complete reply has to-
day been forwarded to the Premier. Pend-
ing consideration of this letter by the
Government, the Employers’ Federation
is pot prepared to divulge its contenis or
make any full statement. On receipt of
the Government’s reply, the Federation
will be in a position to make a state-
ment.”’ Mr, Andrews added that matters
referring to the employment of labour on
the Fremantle wharf had been referred to
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and were being dealt with by the Associa-
tion of Employers' Waterside Labour,
who, it was to be noted, had not been
represented at the Governor General’s con-
ference.
If my memory serves me eorrectly the repre-
sentative of the Employers’ Federation at
the Governor General’s econferemce right
throngh was Mr. Fairbairn, M.H.R., and Mr.
Ale¢ MeNeil and Mr, Leslie were the repre-
sentatives of Western Australia, who agreed
to what took plasce there. But it did not
suit the shipping companies and they stood
firm and would not move ong iota, no matter
what the other people did at the time this
controversy was being carried on, The mat-
ter was also discussed with the committee
representing the employers of the waterside
workers at Fremantle, and they made the
exeuse that they were considering the ad-
visableness of going before the Federal
Arhitration Court. The matter was sub
judiee and consequently it was not deemed
advisable to discuss it. That was the reply
which was given. I am making this state-
ment to show that Sir Henry Lefroy was
endeavouring to effect a settlement. 1 want
to say something else which T have not re-
ferred to before. The member for Pilbara
{Mr. Underwood), who was at that time
Honorary Minister for the North-West, also
endeavoured to bring abeout a  settlement.
Efforts were made to bring both parties
together, that iz to say, to bring about a
wnion between the WNational labourers and
the Fremantle lumpers. Tt was peinted owt
that there was mo room for the two unions.
The Honorary Minister (Mr. Underwood)
agked me whether I would see the representa-
tives of the lompers’ union and ascertain
whether they would accept the National
workers as members of that uniom, T did
g0 and informed the Minister in the affirma-

tive. T wani to say that arrangement could
not be c¢arried out. The shipowners were
agninst it.

Mr. Munsie: They did nof want peaece at
~the wharves,

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: It is regrettable
that this matter has been going on at the
wharves for so long. TFor murder we hang
a man and put him out of his existence as
guickly and as easily as possible, but at

Trewantle, because a certain line of
action was taken, we were sbarving
innocent women and children for 17 solid

manths. 'To-day those people are suffering
from the effocts of ill-feeding during that
period. I have been told that there are no
fewer than 3,000 cases of infinenza at Fre-
mantle to-day, and medical men there havae
expressed the opinion that the Jaek of
nourishment is largely responsible for that
great number of cases. The action of the
shipowners at that time was such that the
people of Fremantle are suffering fo-day to
an extent that would not otheérwise have
heen the ease. We have becn asked whati it
has cost the State to provide for the con-
tinnons employment of the National labour-
ers, We are aware that on the last FEsti-
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mates a sum of £3,000 was provided to pay
for the increased cost. 1 find that om the
unloading of one steamer, the ‘*Dimbools,’’
in 1917, the Harbour Trust alone Jost £106.
In conmneetion with the unloading of the
‘“Waipera’’ the Harbour Trust leat £114.
This eould have gone on continually, and
the losses of the Harbour Trust, we kuow,
are paid out of State funds. The losses are
not passed on, as would be done were they
incurred by private individuals,. We know
that when merchants experience a loss they
very prompily pass it on to the general pub-
lie. The Harbour Trust eannot make in-
ercased charges and the State was losing
revenue throughout the time the National
labourers were employed at Fremnatle.
Every endeavour which was mads to settle
the dispute failed, and I intend to refer
shortly to what was done finally, Most of
us are aware that the ‘‘Dimboola’’ came
to Fremantle somewhere about the end of
March an infected ship. In Felirmary the
Health Department issued instruetions that
no ships from the Eastern States wmust be
given a berth at any wharf in Western Aus-
tralia, even after pratique had been granted
by the Federal quararptine aunthorities, unless
that vessel had been seven days out from an
infected port, namely, Adelaide, Melbourne,
or Sydney. The notice went on to say that
in snch 2 case the order would be served on
tha ship under the State Health Act, order-
ing further isolation until the period of
seven days had expired. Tt also stated that
arrangements were being made to appeint
at Fremantle and Albany representatives of
the Health Department to issue necessary
notiees, and those representatives would be
instructed to get into close tomeh with the
harbour officials. Those were the instruec-
tions issmed by the Health Department of
this State, and quite right, too. But is it
not strange that the instructions were not

followed in connection with the ‘‘Dim-
boola’’%
Mr, Underwood: You have noi been in

gquarantine or you would not be in favour
of them.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Those were the in-
structions and they should have heen ear-
ried ont. But what do we find? On the very
day that the infected patients were re-
moved from the *¢Dimboola,’’ the erew and
contacts, and everyome else, were going to
the wharf, The instrvctions from the Com-
misgioner of Health in this State were of
no avail, as the shipping people were faking
action on their own account. It is all very
well to say that the people who were ill
had been taken off the ship, bt the contaects
were there, If T were near Woodman'’s
Point and got into contact with someone
from the quarantine area, I wonld be put in
as well. In the case of the ‘‘Dimboola,’’
those on the ship wonld have come alongside
the wharf if it had not been for the action
of Mr. Stevens, the seeretary of the Har-
bour Trugt, He saw the shin in the river
moving past his office, and he took action
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at once. There- is noe doubt about it thai
the shipping c¢ompany violated the law of
this State.

80 mueh sines, A prosecution should have
been instituted, but instead of that we find
the Governmeént supporting those people.
Now we hear nothing: but the cry that we
must uphold law and order. Let us take
that eventfvl Sunday morning. The people
who viclited the; Jaw on that morning were
the Premier and those who were with him.

Mr. Harrigon: What about. the t.hrowmg
of stones from the bridge?

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: It is a great pity
that they did not put zomeone under at the
time. ] )

Mr. Griffiths: Does the hon. member mean
to say it would have been a good thing if
someone had been drowned? .

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: I did not say any-
thing about drowning. I meant ducking. I
want to put the position fairly before hon.
members by asking who violated the law.
The Harbour Trust commissioners are work-
ing under an Act of Parliament. Neither
the Premier nor any of his colleagues, nor
even Parliament, unless the Aet is altered,
has any right or power to interfere with
the work of the Harbour Trust commis-
sioners, exeepting, of course, the fixing of
charges for the handling of goods. We
find, ‘however, that without -the. consent of
the commissioners, and without being asked
by them in any way, Mr. Colebateh, who
happened to be Premier at the time, went
to the Commercial Travellers’ Club, selected
a few people there—a few merchants’
agents from the Eastern States—and pro-
ceeded to Fremantle to take .charge of the
wharves. He did not bave the authority of
the Harbour Trust to do so. Is not that
viplating the law? If I did the same thing
to-morrow I would soon find myself in gaol

Mr. Harrigon: They were assanlted be-
fore they got there.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have heard of
nothing but Maw and ovder gince that time.
Tt is only an election gag.

Mr. Davies: Was it an election gag when
Walsh satd he wonld plnnge the streets of
Melbourne in darkness? .

Hon. W. 0, ANGWIN: If the hon. mem-
ber helieves in everythmg that Walsh says,
I do not.

Mr Davies: Hear, hear!

, O'Loghlen: T do not either; do you
want any more testimony?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We ﬁnd that the
Premier and those who were -with him vio-

luted the law on that Sunday morning, and,

that their dction was the cause of the dis-
order which followed.

Mr. Harrison: Did not those who were
on the bridges, and who threw stones on
those passing beneath, break the law$

Mr, O’Loghlen: You #re Ilncky you were
not in that lannch.

Hon. W, G. ANGWIN: My boy, who

ts 14 years of age, was on the bridge .

They wére the first to ‘violate °
law and order, about which we have heard °

‘the crane.

- ploy the
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on that day, and he hurled a stone, too. His
father ‘wonld havo done the sarme if he had
been there. - . .

© Sitting suspended from 6.15 io 7.80 pam.

Houn. W. C.. ANGWIN: Before tea I was
alluding to the increased cost to which the
Government were put for the work on the
wharf.- For the violation of law and order
that " day,. Mr. Colebatch and his coterie
were responsible,

Mr, Pickering: The kmg can do no bharm.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: Parliament has
placéd the Fremantle wharf under the con-
trol  of étommissioners, but during the
trouble one of the commissioners, whose
name was mentioned prominently last night
in connection with Sfate steamships, was a
member of the Shipping Committee, wheo
for the time being were controlling tho em-
ployment of labour on the wharf, When
some returned soldiers brought salt from
Rottnest, before they could have the use of
a crane to land it, the matter had to he sub-
mitted to the Sh1ppmg Committee. The
Harbour Trust, thougl econtrolling on be-
half of the State the machinery and every-
thing connected with the wharf, could not
and did not grant permission for the use of
When attention was directed to
this matter, Mr. Stevens partially contra-
dicted it. Tt is strange that at four o’clock
in the afternoon the Trust were not in a
posgition to fell the men thaey conld have
the use of the crame, until the committee,
then sitting, had dealt with the matter.
The committee decided that they could use
the crane, and it was placed at their dis-
posal on the following morning.

Mr. Underwood: The sooner that Trust
is abolished the better.

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN; For years the
shipping people have been trying to get con-
trol of the Fremantle wharf. Tnder” the
new system instituted there, they get par-
tial control, While the Harbour Trust em-
largest number of men, they

could mot, at that time, employ any ex-

eept throngh a person appointed by
the Shipping Committee, The Harbour
Trust were paying a considerable sum

for .the maintenance of an office over and
above the amount for their own offices.
They had a staff to do the work and bad to
contribute funds, helonging to the State, to
maintain this office which was dertimeotal
to the port and to the State, and played
into the hands of the Shlpplng Board. I
need not enter into a discussion regarding
the Shipping Board as it affects Western
Avustralia. The Federal Government and
the Shipping Board, consisting of the prin-
cipal ship owners, with Admiral Clarkson
supposed to be in contro], have done every-
thing possible to prevent shipping from
coming to Western Ausiralia. Tt has been

.only another attempt to damage Western

Australia; this has been their action from
start to finish. This was part of s scheme
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* brought - about to rfumin the trade of thia
State. We are told that the men who were
employed in 1917 were patriots, that they

went to the wharf to work for the good of .

their country. After the Sunday «gerim-
mage, Mr, Colebateh waa able to see light
and to form a good judgment, and this little
affair was referred to Melbourne, where, in
all probability it was thought - Ministers
might be tanght some sense of justice, Mr.
H. (lance, secretary of the National Labour
Party in Melbourne, who unfortunately
split with the Labour party on account of
war matters—some who split did so entirely
on war matters—gave some advice to the
loyalists in Melbourne after the settlement
of the dispute on the Fremantle wharf, The
loyalists went to the wharf in 1917, and this
advice was given on 17th May last. He
naid—

They should take the stand that what
they did at the time of the strike was in
the interests of their country, and not be-
cause they were to be assured of jobs
thereafter.

The position was thai they were to be as-
sured of jobs thereafter, but it was neces-
sary to take that stand in order to play the
game of getting compensation from the Gov
ernment, Mr. Glance added—

1t would be well to have a political side
to their organisation and the National
Labour party represented that side.

I was under the impression that the National
Labour party did not believe in political ae-
tion for industrial matters.  This goes to
prove conclusively that thess men.did not go
on to the wharf for the benefit of their
country.

Mr, Munsie: They only thought of that in
May of this year.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: They went to the
wharf to get other men’s jobs, and my friend
Mr. Prowse, one of the controllers of the Na-
tionalist party, believes in legislation to pre-
" vent men of that elass from blacklegging. 1f
he could induce the Country party to bring
down such a measure, it would receive my
snpport.
viee tendered him by the leader of the Op-
position and myself on the Saturday and
realized that we¢ were telling him the true
position, he would not have gome' to Fre-
mantle; but he was led away by the ship-
ping agents.  Western Anstraliz is in an
awkward position. The shipping men here
are only agents. They have to do as they
are instructed from the Eastern States, and
we cannot get to the heads, who are some
thousands ‘of miles away; otherwise we
might have been able to secure an amicable
settlement of this trouble.
realised- this from the endeavours he made,
Mr. Colebatch took notice of what the ship-
“ping men told him. The shipping agents

wantad to again contrel the wharf. TUnder
the War Precautions Aet they had controlied
the wharf for a time, and they wanted to do
so again. But there were no naval men or
goldiers with- drawn bayonets to warn the
public off the wharf, and the result was loss

mgn of the party, not even Mr,

If Mr. Colabateh had taken the ad-

Sir Henry Lefroy-
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ofislife,.uwhich: everyone: regrets: Mr. Cole-
batch-took the only. Jine- of. net.mn possible
under the cireumstances
‘Mr..Underwood:. To bolt. .
Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: Not to bolt He
saw that; in all probability, after the word

-was given to load rifles, further action would
.cost the lives of some of the civilians.
-one present at the time could form no other

Any-

conclusion than that, while civilians might
have lost life or ]unb not a policeman or any
Colebatch
himgelf, would have .Jeft the wharf alive.

Mr. Underwood: Tripe!

" Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Ii is not tripe.
He showed good judgment. He realised the
position for the firgt time and that he had to
act. In my opinion he acted in the right
direetion.

Mr. Underwood: Ezaetly.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He acted in a
manner which prevented sorrow being
brought into many homes. X do not blame the
Minister for Education altogether because
he made a mistake. On the one side was
Labour, and on the other side the representa-
tives of the capitalists. During his lifetime
that hon. gentleman has been brought up in
the profession of a journalist, and the Press
bas heen continually writing down labour
and writing up capital. He hag been so long
in this walk of lifa that he failed to realise
the truth when it was told him,

Hon. P. Collier: He was unconseiously
hiassed: .

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I think the hon.
gentleman wag anything but a coward.

Mr. Green: Hear, hear!

Mr. Underwood: It will take a lot of
persuasion to convince me.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He did wrong, but
the hon. member who called him a coward
would never have had the courage to do what
he did..-

Mr. Underwood: I will go wherever it be-
comes & man to go. .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The influenza epi-
demic is unfortunately very severe in the
Fremantle district, and mz#ny lives have
passed away as a result of it. There are
fresh casey every day. Cannot the Govern-
ment- gee their way clear to provide increased
accommodation for patienta? The portion of
the Fremantle hospital that has been set
aside for these cases is full, and patients have
had to be sent, I am informed, to Blackboy.
The Princess May school hag attached to it
a laundry and a kitchen for. the- instruetion
of the children,. Is it not possible without
any great expense to utilise that school as a
hospital? Surely some other accommodation
can be provided for the students, such as a
portion of the Technical School or the Town
Hall, instead of extra expense being ineurred
in provulmg proper laundries and making
provision for cooking in other buildings, which
are not eqnipped s0 well in this respect as ’
the Princess May School. I understand that
represcntations have been made te the effect
that- the Fremantle hospital should be set
agside for the treatment of patients; and
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- quarantined, and “that patients suffering from
other diseases should be "aceopimodated -‘in’

the outside private hospitals; That is a good -

suggestion and would leave the necessary ac-
commodation to deal with the influenza
cases. We eannot shut our eyes to the fact
that influenza is in our midst, and every en-
deavour should be made to combat it. - If it
is not fought down, the resulis will probably
be gerious. Looking through some papers to-
day I came across the platform of the
-National Pederation of Western Australia as
framed in 1917. Three of the planks in the
platform are as follows:—-

Finanee—(a} economy in administra-
tion, concentration of Government offices,
legislation where necessary to admit of the
re-organisption of departments, the amal-
gamation of all branches exercising similar
functions, and the encouragement of eoffi-
ciency.

One or two speakers on the Address-in-reply,
dealing with the question of the amalgama-
tion of branches exercising similar functions,
have pointed out that the time has arrived
when the State and Federal Taxation depart-
ments and the two Eleetoral Departments
should be amalgamated. I suppese all mem-
bers think the same ou this peint. I would
ask them, if a foolish Federal Government
were to start departments similar to every
. department now controlled by the State,
would- they be prepared to hand over to the
Federal Govormment the control of the State
departments? The Federal Goverument came
to Western Australia and started an Elee-
toral Department when there was no neces-
sity for them to do so. The same may be
said of their Savings Bank, their Taxation
Department, and their Analytical Depart-
ment. If it is advisable to hand over the
. Electoval and the Taxation Departments to
the Federal authorities, it is also advisable
to hand over the other departments. Do mem-
bers think that the Federal Government
should take over all the administrative
hranehes of State, bit. by bit, because they
wished to start similar departments irrespec-
tive of the expemse which may be involved?
If they are going to be encouraged in that
maaner, and are to have State members of
Parliament and the State- Press advocating
that the departments should ‘be handed over
to the Federal people, the sooner we get an
indieation from the people of the State that
this is to be done at their express wish, the
better it will be for wa, It is not for mem-
bers of Parliament alone to do such a.thing,
but for the peoplé of the State to express
an opinion as to whether or not it should be
done. TUnless the matter is refarred to the
people we should be very wary about handing
over our varions departments to the Federal
authorities. s

Mr. Thomson: It is not suggested, is it?

Mr. Money: There should always be joint
managetnent,. '

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They will not
agree to that. The Federal (Government are
willing to amalgamate the variouns depart-
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- mernta conditionally on their having full con-

trols :

Mr, Money: That is not amalgamation.
" Hon - W, G, ANGWIN: It 1s the only
amalgamation they want.

Mr. Hudson: They are already establish-
ing homes for soldiers here.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN:; Yes, we are
handing that particalar work over fo them.
The State Government have been doing all
the analytieal work of the Commonwealth
Government for £400 a year. They were not
satisfied with that but started a department
of their own, and I guarantee that they have
had to pay at least £800° a year for a Gov-
ernment Analyst, apart from the other ex-
penditure on the necessary equipment, The
line of argoment taken by hon. members
means that the other branchés of the State
department must be handed over to the Com-
monwealth as well. Such a thing should only
be done on the voice of the people, and not
by Parliament. It amounts to an encroach-
ment by the Pederal Government on the
rights of the State, and the ereation of a
vory expengive piece of Government maehi-
nery. The secoud part of the National Fed-
ergtion platform iy as follows:—

(b) Taxation: After msking all pos-
sible economy, and in:order to keep the
State expenditure within the revenue, the
introduction of a graduated income tax
and other equitable taxation, .

The Premier said it was impossible to put
the finances in order by means of taxation.
No doubt that is true. He has some £200,000
or £300,000 a year now more than he had

a3
'

« before. Where i3 there any evidence of eco-

nomy? The revenue iz more this year than
it was in 1916, while the expenditure is also
more than it was in 1916. There has been
ne ecolnomy. ]

The Premier: The interest and sinking
fund have inereased. . )

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am glad the
Premier said that. - He has approximately
£200,000 more revenue this year after allow-
ing for the expense under loan Acts.

The Premier: Oh, no..

Hon. P. Collier: You have had £180,000
from income tax.
* Hont W. C. ANGWIN: The revenue this
year is £166,117 more than it was in 1916,
This is where the Government of the day did
not act fairly in regard to the revenue. They
took the total amount of revenue reeeived,
failing to explain that in 1916 the whole of
the revenue from trading concerns: was in-

. cluded, whereas this year it is exelided, This

revenue has not been included since the State
Trading Concerns Act waa passed. The ex-
penditure this year was £504,690 more than
it was in 1916, and approximately £200,000
more after paying the incfeased cost under
loan Aects. To get the actual result for eom-
parison it is necessary to deduct from the
revenue and éxpenditure the revenme and ex-
penditure of trading eoncerns in 1916. The

:attitude of the Press on this question is very

noticeable. The member for Guildford (Mr.
Davies) said he did not helieve what was said
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- by the eapitalist Press: The btherday I was
reading the leading article in the °‘Woest
Australian, 77 which i85 very strong supporter
of the present GGovernnient:

Hon. P. Collier: A very inild ome.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: .Let us say a
moderate .one. This was an article on the
.present position,.and -in it were the .words,
i¢The dead past must bury its dead.”” It is
very good advice. When we gee these words
quote at any time.it makes us wonder why
those who write these articles and nse these
words are so anxious to have them earried
into effect.  There must be something that
requires to he covered up, It is necessary
occastonally to renew our acquairtance with
past history in order that we may see what
has taken place. It is necessary that we
shonld lmow what the ‘‘West Australian’’
thought about the finances of the Labour
party in 1916. The Labour Government
finished up their year with a deficit of some-
where about £340,000. Aceording to the
Aunditor General’s report they left to the
new Government goods to the value of
£233,000 in stock, and £90,000 owing to the
Government for machinery, ete. In round
figures they left over £300,000 worth of
assets as a set-off "against "their £340,000
deficit, In 1916 the June. surplus was
£214,718. What did the ¢ West Australian’’
say? It said—

It is a -wonderful aceomplishment.
Money, as we know, has a habit of Talling
on the Treasury in Jume like manna, and
in the same month there wounld appear to
he little call for expenditure,
wmonth of July, however, that tells the tale
of the stratagems to which the Treasurers
resort in order to put the best possitle
face on the affairs of the preceding finan-
cial year. If Mr. Seaddan is in office on
31et July his defieit for the month would
be on a scale rivalling the magnitude of
the Jone surplus. Tf he iz not, he will
leave it as a legacy to his suecessors.

The Jane surplus was £214,718. He was
going to rival that with the July deficit of
£332,000. But he did not rival it by a long
way.

The revenue is £147,509 less than the
Treasurer estimated. The expenditure falla
short of the estimate by £41,097, thereby
keeping up Mr. Scaddan’s reputation by
being unable to reduce his expenditure in
a ratio corresponding with the difference
betwecn actnal and estimated revenue.
Apart. from the huge expenditure on the
faney schemes of the Government, ordi-
nary administrative charges have not breen
redueed, although the Civil Berviee haa
less work to perform.

The whole of the expendﬂ:ure has inergased
since then,

The Treasurer, as we know, will not be

lacking in explanatwn of the finanees; but

if it is true that a period is fixed to the

Government's existence, a comgolation to

Mr. Scaddan will be that he will escape

‘the difficnlties Wwith which ' the "extrava-

It is the ~
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gances of recent- -years ‘will goon confroni
the State. -

‘That wag -the tithe- when the Country pact3

was ‘fixed up.. It was necessary them to se

what the ‘{West' Australian’’ thought a.bou

July. It ‘wrote as follows:—

_The returns’ of revenue and expendlt.urt

- which werer published in yeaterday:
““West Australian’’ are of" a piece witth
what we are accustomed to under the
Labour administraticn. There is & defici
for the month amounting to £133,273
bringing the total deficiency to £1 494 ,304
Tt is a financial record of which Mr. Scad:
dan is not ashamed.. He has told us ac
time and again, after it had become evi
dent that the administration of the Trea

" sury had gotten entirely beyond him. Tlhe

burden- Jaid upen the new Ministry is a
heavy one, It is not of their own making
It is one which was recklessly fabricated
over a period of nearly five years, during
which time the Opposition implored and
preached to deaf ears.

However,; there was a redeeming feature.
But the Liberal Government has come intg
power to restore efficiency and to ‘step
waste, and we expeet that indieations of
its methods will within a reasonable peribd
show themselves in a less- disparity he-
tween outgoings and incomings.

Hon. P, -Collier: That writer was a bad

judge. The disparity has been doubled.
Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: The .article con-
tinues— .
The Treasurer and his colleagues are

brave men, The task before them is one
from which the stoutest might, shrink,
I thought I would like to go & little further.
The Labour party are out of office, and the
brave men of the Liberal Government are
in. I turned up 1917, and I found that the
deficit for the year, Jdnstead of Dbeing
£340,000, was £699,749. The accumulated
deﬁmt way £2,060, 714 I thought I would
find a leading artwle on this, but I actually
got one on the Chinese upheaval. Then. I
turned up 1919, and found a defieit of
£652,088, and an aceumulated deficit of
£3,418,553. On this position the *‘West
Australian’’ commented as follows— .
On the whole the figures of aggregate
revenue and expenditure justify the belief
that were it net for the tram strike and
the influenza epidemic:the deficit.for the
.year would have been below instead of a
little above the estimate. But they are a
striking warning that the people of the
Btate have to apply themselves with in-
creased ardour to developing théir re-
sourees, increasing produetion, and adding
to their number. -

It is all very well to read what the news-

paper . says to-day, until one turns back a

year or fwo in order to bhe able to decide
whether it is correet, I am now going to
take as a guide the present Premier. He
told ‘us the other night to remembeir” that
one-half of the amount represented by each
year’s deficit ia put by as sinking fund and



[18 Avausr, 1919.]

earns interest. The Labour Government,
during their period of office, paid into the
ginking fund & sum of £1,264,177, Accord-
ing to the present Premier, that amount re-

presents savings. Consequently, the Labour-

Government are left with a deficit for their
five years of only £96,323. That is not bad
when one bears: in mind that there were
assets in the shape of timber and sleepers
cut, and machines made, and goods for sale,
egual to! nearly £300,000, That was the
position achieved by men lacking business
acumen and business ability, and not vnder-
standing finance, and therefore mot fit to
to run the country, men of whom the ‘‘ West
Australian’’ said that they were running
the country into such a position that it
would take men of the stoutest hearts to
put things right. The affairs of State were
handed over to the gentlemen df business
acumen, and they did splendidly. They
took office in July of 1916, these men who
were going to practice economy, these men
who told the publie from the platform that
economy in administration was essential,
these men who pledged themselves to see
that the State expenditure came within the
State revenne. Here is what they did. They
built up in three years a further deficit, ad-
ditional to that of the Labour party; in
three years they built up a deficit twice as
large as that built up by the Labour party
in six years. ‘‘But,’’ says the Premier,
‘¢that is all right, because we have placed
that money out at interest, and if we had
not placed that money to sinking fund we
should have no deficit at all.’’

The Minister for Works: ¥ou left your
deficit in the pockets of the people,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: That is the differ-
ence between the two parties. But the total
amount paid to sinking fund by the pre-
sent Government is £891,069, leaving a
deficit for their term of office, in addition
to this amount, of £1,165,931 in three years.
Let me ask hon. members, is it not about
time that something was done, that some ac-
tion should he taken to improve the finan-
cial position? We are told that taxation is
not required. Last year we bhad abont
£200,000 less from railway revenue than in
the year 1916, Let me tell Ministers that that
shortage of £200,000, if made up this year
to mnormal, will be =absorbed in additional
wages, which will have {o be paid. Let mno
mistake be made about that. The minimum
wage fixed by the Arbitration Court to-day
is 1ls., mot 93. 9d. TIn Fremantle there are
men employed by the Harbour Trust at 1la.
per day, and other men doing exactly similar
work in the harbour for the State receive
only 93. 94. Hon. members must understand
that 11s. per day is becoming the minimum
wage. In the Perth tramways the maxi-

mum  wage now i8 1ls; in future it
is going to be 123 6d4. for motor
men, And the railway men will have

to go up proportionately; and other work-
ers thronghout the State likewise. SBome-
thing will have to be done to meet those in-
ereased charges. The little tramway scheme
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in Fremantle is paying £4000 a year in
increased wages. That matter has been
fixed up by agreement, a satisfactory ar-
rangement being made on the basis of the
tramway wages being paid in Melbourne. It
is no nse wasting the funds of the worker
or those of the Government by going to
arbitration when one knows full well what
the result will be in view of certain rates
being paid elsewhere, below which our Arbi-
tration Court will not fix the minimum. The
same thing will apply to Government ser-
vants ag to private employees.

The Minister for Works: Wauld you give
the same rates as outside fo the Government
servants plus the privileges?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes; the privi-
leges are in it. Tt is no laughing matter
from the point of view of finance. I trust
trade will increase at an early date, that it
will be necegsary to pay increased wagea in
order to run the country, The position has
been created by the profiteers, as stated
by my friend here, The minimum wage of
93, 9d. per day is no longer possible. Just
fanecy a man with a wife and four children
trying to live on 9s, 9d. per day, paying
12a. €d. or l4s. per week rent, paying 3a.
6d. per stone for potatoes, paying 30s. for a
pair of boots that previously cost £1, pay-
ing for everything proportionately higher. A
minimum wage of 9s, 94. to such a man
would only mean starvation. The minimum
wage must go up. Then we are told that it
is necessary for us to have increased borrow-
ing. The Premier has stated that the
Federal Government are providing money
for the settlement of soldiers on the land.
He states that the Federal Govermment are
granting us special privileges in that res-
pect, but the only special privilege I know
of—it has beer mentioned here on one or
two oceasions—is that for the first year the
Federal Government will pay half the dif-

‘ference between the market vate of interest

and 314 per cent. The State has to take all
the responsibility. We are told that three
millions of Federal money has been put
aside for the purposes of settlement of sol-
diers on the lands of this 3tate, and e are
algo told that if we do not spend that money
one of the other States will get it Surely
if we do mnot want it, it is better to let the
other States have it, more espeeially in
view of the present rate of intercst. The
last loan the State Government rajsed cost
them over six per cent. It is strange that
the Commounwealth Government, through its
hank, can lend small road boards monecy at
five per cent., while the State cannot get it
at less than six per cent. Only the other
day the Minigter said that in all probability
he would be able to reduce the sinking
fund. We all remember that the late Colo-
nial Treasurer said he had tried to do so,
but had been advised from England that it
wonld be better not to interfere with exist-
ing arrangements. During the next seven
years we shall have many millions of loan
falling duwe for payment. T understand that
in 1822 over four millions will be due to the
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Commonwealth. But, the first loan .of, any
Amportance will mature in 1927. On -this
we are paying three per cent. interest and
three per cent. sinking fund. Thé Premier
has szid that, at the close of the term, we
ghall have in the, ginking fund about £500,-
000 over and above the amount required for
the redemption of that loan. Bnt most of
that sinking fund has been invested in
Western Australian stock, the greater por-
tion of which is bearing three per cent,
31% per cemt., and four per cent. interest.
If money does not cheapen during the next
four years, and if it is found necessary to
put that stock on the market in order to re-
deem the loan, it will not be possible to rea-
lise anything like the full amount. Our
three per cent. stoek to-day is as low as
£71, and it has been down to £69.  The
only consolation we have is the hope that
before the loan falls due money will be
cheaper. I have received a letter from &
gentleman in London who appeard te be
very pessimistic in respect to the prospects
of the money market. The Commonwealth’s
51 per cent. loan has been placed at £98
in London. How, then, is it possible that we
ghall realise the £500,000 which the Premier
expects to get over and above the loan re-
demption he referred to? That amount will
be wiped out by the decreased priee of the
gtock he will bave to put on the market.

The Minister for Works: It is all clearly
set out in our returns.

Hon. W. .. ANGWIN: I admit that; but
we cannot expeet three and 3% per gent.
stock to be of the same value ag 5% per
cent. stock, The last loan raised by the
Commonwealth cost over six per cemt. It
behoves the State Government to be very
careful in dealing with the sinking fund.
It is a erying shame that those holding our
stocks should have compelled the State to
pay’ sinking fund during war time. On
dtocks held by the sinking fund trustees we
are paying to ourselves to-day interest and
ginking fuod of over £400,000 a year. It is
not only the trustees who are to blame, al-
though no doubt they are up against it. The
advice given to the late Colonial Treasurer
last year canie from the British Govern-
ment, They were paying no sinking' fund
themselves, yet they thonght it necessary
that we should do 0. We are the only State
in the Commonwealth that is paying sink-
ing fund. If we could have ceased paying
it during the war there would have been no
difficulty in respect to our finanees. Tt is
all very well for the Press of the.Eastern
Rtates to decry the financial position of
Western Australia. The BEastern States
themselves would be in a far worge position
than are we if they had provided sinking fund,
as we have done. Almost the whole of the
sinking fund paid in Avstralia has been pro-
vided by this State. Our contributions re-
present about six millions of money. Accord-
ing to advice received from London it s
necessary that we should be very careful in
dealing with this question, It behovea tha
Colonial Treasurer to exercise the utmost

_caution as to what loan he raises,
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We can-
not afford to pay over six per cent. for
developmental work, We, are in an unfor-
tunate pogition. I am reminded that when
the war first broke out we got money from
the Commonwealth—it happens to have been
& good thing for the State, because it kept
us going—the Commonwealth undertook to
come to the assistance of the States.
The first thing the Commonwealth did for
our assistance was to print a2 million or two
of bank notes and charge us 414 per cent,
for the use of them, We in this State can
be quite sure that we are not going to get
much assistance from the Commonwealth.
The Governor’s Bpeech intimates that in
future we ghall have to go back to the old
system of raising loans. Iersonally, I think
it is n great pity we ever departed from it.
The Premier has seid that, owing to the
splendid sale of wheat made by Mr, Hughes
at Hs. 6d., no less than 1% millions is to be
digtributed amongst the farmers of Western
Australia. T hope the farmerg will not take
that serionasly.

Mr. Maley: We will if we can get it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T hope the
farmers will not seriously expect to get it.
I do not believe the farmers will make 34,
per bushel on their wheat this year. There
is a possibility of the 1917-18 wheat realis-
ing a little, but much depends on the rav-
ages, or absence of ravages, of the weevil.
For last year’s wheat the farmers received
4s, per bushel. According to a report by
Mr. Keys, the manager of the Weat Austra-
lian Wheat Board, it is going to cost the
State S5s. 2d. per bushel f.o.b., for every
bushel aequired that year. Seeing that they
have made arrangements for the storage of
ten million busbels, instead of 73 million
bushels, the estimated return may be in-
ereased as the result of the reduced harvest.
The requirements of the State represent two
million bushels of that 714 million bushels.
That two million bushels have been sold at
4s. 8d. and 53. The position ig that if they
get every penny of 5s. 6d. in respect of the
7% million bushels, it will only come to 4d.
after exchanges have been accounted for.
But it will be necessary to reduce the total
by the two million bushéls sold at 4s. 9d. and
5s,, and consequently I cannot see any pos-
sibility of the farmers getting 134 million
pounds, or cven a gquarter milliorn pounds
out of the wheat pool. I see in the Press
that o poor harvest i feared in the Eastern
States. I hope they are not looking for-
ward to that as a means of raising the
price. However that may be, in my opinion,
on the present market conditions, there is
no possibility of the farmers of Western
Ausgtralia netting 34. per bushel.

Mr. Maley: You are toc pessimistic.

Hon. W. ¢C. ANGWIN: Not at all, T am
basing my opinion on the information placed
before the Royal Commission. If the hom,
member will look into the guestion he will
find that T am much nearer the mark than
is the Premief, who estimates the gross
amount at 1%, million pounds. Why, if the
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farmers were to get 1a. a bushel on the last
erop, it would represent only an aggregate
amount of £375,000, How, then, is it pos-
gille for the Premier’s estimate to be rea-
lised? I hope the farmers will appreciate
the fact that it is not possible to get amy-
whera near the amount stated by the Pre.
mier. A good deal of the wheat previously
seld has been damaged by weevil.

Mr. Maley: Only two per cent.

Hon. W, O, ANGWIN: That is the
average, but in some parcels it has been a
great deal more. The other day I asked the
Premier whether it was true that, om the
shed at Fremantle being cleaned up, the

tallies showed a shorfage of 3,000 bags of -

flour. . The Premier replied no, that the
shortage was only 2,300 bags, and that some
of the wheat ships had been overloaded. Of
course that is merely a supposition. - The
Premier added that a elaim is to be made on
the Wheat Commission for the payment of
that money when the returns are received
from England. When those returns will be
received I do not know, but I think we shall
have a long time to wait. And, if the flour
is found to be short when it reaches Eng-
land, the 'Wheat Pool will have to stand the
loss. One thing is now certain: we have the
admission of the Harbour Trust officials that
tha shed tallies showed a shortage of 2,300
bags of flour. The farmers will have to
atand the less, if any. The member for
Sussex last night dealt with the question of
bulk handling of wheat, and because I in-
terjected, he said ‘‘It is well known you
are alwaye agsinst the farmer.”” I take
that as a compliment, and I want to remark
—there is no harm in being egotistical some-
times—+that the successful handiing this
year iz the result of the efforts of the
Royal Commission of which I was chairman.
We Ilooked after the . interests of the
farmer during the existence of the com-
migsion, and we pointed out as far as we
posgibly could the advantage that would ae-
¢rue to the farmer if the wheat was handled
in a proper manner. The result was that Mr.
Baxter, the Honorary Minister, was returned
unopposed at the last election and the Wes-

tralian Farmers Ltd. have never since
aquealed.  Everything was' wrong before
that time; now the farmers are per:

fectly satisfied. With regard to bulk hand-
ling, T notice that the Farmers and Settlers’
Association are engaged in conferemee in
Perth at the present time, and as uswal—it
is orly human nature I suppose—they want
everything. I would advise those who are
interested in bulk handling to pay a visit to
the Perth mills and ses for themselves the
silos which Have been erected there. These
gilos have been constructed of jarrah, and I
guarantee that these who inspect them will
ask why the Government sbould be such fools
as to engage an American firm to advise them
on the question of the erection of silos at a
cost of many thousands of pounds, I guar-
antee that all who see the jarrah- silos at the
Perth millse will leave with- the impression
that those who zdvoecate the erection of silos
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built of other material are a lot of fools,
The silos at the Perth mills cost about £2,000,"
and their holding capacity is 25,000 bushels.
They stand there as solid as a roek.

The Minister for Works: Where are they?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Almost next door
to us; too close in fact for hon. members to
ingpect.

Mr, Maley: How long have they been
theref

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Two or three yearas,
The money which will be invelved in the
erection of silos should all ke aspent here, be-
cause the whole of the material required can
be obtained locally. .

Mr. Pickering: What is the difference in
the insvrance?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Nothing, or next
to nothing. The report of the Royal Com-
mission- showa that the insurance of conerete
silos cost more than the insurance of wood
gilos. The engineers, Metcalf & Co., hased
their estimate on the insurance charges on
soft wood in America. They submitted a
report to the Government of this State
against the use of jarrah because the ingur-
anee would be very high, Instead of ascer-
taining from the Underwriters’ Association
what the insurance would be, they followed
the course I havé just inentioned, The re-
port of the Royal Commission shows the
exnct difference, which amounts to a baga-
telle. So far as bulk handling is coucerned,
it is bound to come; there is mothing fo ftre-
vent it. But when it does come we must
have proper silos erected, and we must use
that local material which is suitable.

Mr. Maley: We will have local cement
then. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Do not be too sure
abont that. However, it has been demon-
strated ‘that jarrah ean be used very success-
fully in the erection of silos, and I would
advise hon, members to take some of their
eolleagues to the Perth Flonr Mills and ask
permission to inspect the silos there. T notice
in the Governor’s Speech that it is not in-
tended to oceupy the attention of members
very long this session. The Government re-
fer to Billa of importance which are to be
jntroduced, in consequence of the re-
organisation of the State owing to the ter-
mination of the war, but the titles of those
Bills are not given, and neither is there any
indication given of their importance. The
only Bill referred te which appears to me
to be of importance is that which relates to
price fixing, T agree it will be a very diffi-
cult job to undertake, but there is one thing
it will do, and that is it will prevént in-
creased profits being made in this State. T
hope that when the Bill is heing framed the
Government will take good care to see that
the persong who have to supply eommodities
to the people in the State will not pass on
théir - taxation, that they shall be made to
bear their full share the same as others.
TUnless we do that price fixing will not be
worth anything. We know of instances
where persons who have had to pay the tax
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have passed it on. The Bill should prevent
that kind of thing. Let us do something
which will prevent the robbery which is
going on at the present time. I agree with
the Premier when he stated that it is a mat-
ter for the Federal Parliament to deal with,
_ Becanse we have to import so much every
year it is a very difficult matter to reduce the
wholesale price of goods, ‘We can, however,
prevent inereased profite being made. The
leader of the Opposition dealt very fully
‘with the Government’s policy of land settle-
ment. I do not, therefere, intend to touch
on that. I am one of those who believe that
it iz necessary that the State should fill up

its empty spaces. T believe, and always have .

believed, since I have been a2 member nf
Parliament, in an immigration policy, but
in ecarrying out that policy discretion shoull
be uzed, No doubt an attempt will be made
to send to the Btate a large number of chil-
dren, There is no doubt that they will make
the best Australians when they grow up, but
at the same time we will have to watch
carefully that those who senmd ont children
provide for their upkeep until those children
are able to provide for themselves. There
is no difficulty about bringing childréii here
if the organisations responsible for. sending
them out do not neglect them cntirely im-
mediately afterwards. Wé cannot afford to
increase taxation to provide for these young
people in addition to our own. Our burdens
are heavy enough in regard to the fatherless
children, When the last lot of children came
here I was at the wharf to meet them. They
were a very nice lot of youngsters. An
undertaking came with them that they would
be maintained by the society in England
respongible for sendipg them ont, until they
were able to earn their own livelihood.
‘Beareely twelve months had elapsed before
the State was called upon for finanecial help.

The Minister for Works: Who paid for
their transport?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They were allowed
£6 a head by the State after they had been
here a certain time. A little while later the
respongibility for their maintenance was
‘thrown on the State. Thai is what we will
bave to guard against in the future, Above
all things it is necessary that we should
fill our vacant spaces. We are told repeat-
-edly that we should first settle those whom
we have here. 1 am hoping that they will
all be settled before immigration begins.
We must, however, make provision for that
immigration. It cannot be done in a month.
Western Australia was never more prosper-
ous in its history than it was in the three
years that the Labour Government were in
power, and when immigrants were coming
here at the rate of 10,000 a year., No one
was out of work; it was the population
which provided work for each other. The
Government may say what they like, but
they will have to nationalise industry; they
will be foreced to do it, I do not care which
Government is in power. The building up
of State industries will be forced on them
by the people of the State. We have boys
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amougst us who are growing up and there
is nowhere o send them so that they might
learn trades. We mnst have induvstries, and
it will be useless bringing immigrants here
unless we can find employment for them.

Mr. Pickering: We want immigrants to go
on the land.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: All will not go on
the land. We shall have to provide employ-
ment for boys and girls, and instead of
sending money out of the State we can keep -
it here by teaching our boys the work, 1
have gaid before, and it is worth repeating,
that when the implement works were started
the sum of £69,000 was spent there in wages
in the first year. If those works had not
been in existence the greater part of that
money would have gone to Victoria. Instead
of that- it was spent in our midst, and the
baker, the buteher, and the grocer shared
it. Tt added to the prosperity for ‘the
time being. It 1is necessary that we
ghonld have industries of this kind to
increase the wpopulation, and when private
people will not embark on enterprises the
State will have to do so. In 1807
the Agricultural Bank Aet was amended
to provide for the lending ‘of money
to permit of the purchase of farming
implements made Jin Weatern Australia.
Tt was never availed of. There was an at-
tempt to get the bank to pay on implements
mainfactured in the Eastern States and as-
sembled here. When private people will not
undertake these mannfactures, the State
must do it. We are always playing second
fiddle to Victoria and New South Wales.

Mr. Green: And people who have made
their money here will not put.a *‘bob'' into
manufactures.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We shall not have
manufacturing indostries here unless tha
State assists them, The State will have to
start works to enable children to be trained
in empleyment which they may follow in
manhond. Every day we hear the cry—
““What shall we do with our boys?’’ I
coull get 50 boys to-day

Mr, O'Loghlen: All your own?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, they are run-
ning about the streets and mothers and
fathers are asking what they shall do with
them.

Mr. Money : It is necessary to live and to
first grow our own food. :

"Hon, W. . ANGWIN: All cannot be
farmers or lawyers. We ghall be a long time
making headway in providing our own foed
supplies if people send their bacon to Mel-
bourne as has been done, and have it brought
back with a charge of 2d. a 1b. added for
railage. The Government will find it neces-
sary to launch out upon more industries. The
Governor’s 8peech states that they intend to
provide for the reorganisation of our indus-
tries. This is required and when we do that,
we shall hear less of juvenile depravity, to
whieh the Press has been giving prominence.
I hope the Government will assist to open up
industriss for the welfare of the people of
this State.” : :
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Mr, DAVIES (Guildford): During the
course of the debate, an hon. member siting
opposite said he regarded me as the strongest
party man in this House. I think thatis true.
I regard myself as the strongest party man
in the House but I owe no allegiance to any
particular party other than the State, and
that is how I shall regard myself in future.
Reference has been made to my appointment
es an Honorary Minister during the receas. I
was also eharged with the fact that I had
not indicted the previons Premier, 8ir Henry
Lefroy. I did take some action doring the
recess and was one of those who helped to
bring about hiz downfall. Let hon. members
be fair. Sinee the recess, Sir Henry Lefroy
has not met this House as Premier, and it
has been impossible for a member to make a
statement regarding his attitude towards the
previous leader of the Government. I have no
hesitation in giving my view of the present
Premier, and to say that he did not get my
support as the leader of this party. Further
than that, it is useless to refer, hLieceause I
have only one concern, and that is the wel-
fare of the State. The severest indictment
of the Government by the leader of the Op-
position was in connection with the high eost
of living. I will be quite frank and say this
problem is exercising the minds of Govern-
mentg throughout the world. T stand here
ready to assist any Government, National,
Official Labour, or any other, which can
bring about that much desired reform. One
ia justified in comparing the cost of living
here and in the other States of Australia, and
the best and fairest method of comparison is
to contrast. Queensland with this State. My
reason for quoting Quecnsland is that it is the
only State which, since the commencement

of the war, has been governed by a purely .

Labour Government., The leader of the Op-
position said the Government- proposed to
deal with the cost of living, but during
four years of war had sat idly by and al-
lowed the people to be robbed by umnscrupu-
lous profiteers. In the Governor’s Speech
we find these remarks—.

In order to protect consumers against
local exploitation, yon will be asked to
pass legislation giving the Goveranment
power whilst abnormal conditions prevail,
to regulate the prices of commodities, hav-
ing regard to the .reasonable profits and
risha of the producer.

Five days after the Governor’s Speech to this
Parliament, the Governor’s Speech delivered
to the Queensland Parliament stated—

Ag the rescission of the Commonwealth
price-fixing regulations has given thia
species of exploiter larger opportunities, a
measure dealing with the whole matter
thoroughly and with equality will be sub-
mitted. )

During the four years of war, not one State
made any attempt to bring in a price-fixing
measure or take steps against the profiteer.
Hon. P. Collier: That is not correct.
Mr. DAVIES: Which State didf
Hon. P, Collier: Queensland, with regard
to meat, for onc. .
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Mr, DAVIES: 1 will deal with that lager
on. Mr. Ryan arrived in this State, and he
is regarded as the strongest man in the
official Labour party to-day.

Mr. Green: In the Australianr Labour
party. 'There is no official Labour party.

Mr. DAVIES: My only reason for men-
tioning Mr. Ryan is that he is the Premier
of & purely. official Labour party Goyern-
ment,

Mr. Munsie:

Mr. DAVIES:
June, said— -

They might be told that the cost of
living was higher in Queensland, but that
was another misrcpresentation, If the
Press counld publish the figures it would be
found that meat was sold in Queensland
State butcher shops at about half the price
chaiged in Western Australia.

Do not forget that the workers of Wyndham
have been forced to live on meat and sago
amd have complained of it.

Mr. Munsie: That is not correct.

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Ryan added—

Boon after his Government took office
in Queensland, the cost of living was
greatly reduced until the debut of the

- Tederal Win-the-War Government in 1917,
when prices were increased again some-
what.

Now let us turn to Enibbs’s figures. They

are regarded as aunthentic.

Mr. Troy: Bunkum! Who supples them?
—the storekeepers.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 think Enibbs was ap-
pointed by a Labour Government,

Hon. P. Collier: That has nothing to do
with it.

Mr. DAVIES: If a Labour Government
appoint a man, it should be evidence that
they bave the utmost confidence in him. For
June lagt, Knibbs sfates—

The inerease in the cost of food and
groceries since the outbreak of war is
greatest in Queensland, 60.6 per cent. fol-
lowed in the order named:—New South
‘Waley, 52.8 per cent.; Vietoria, 41.7 per
cent.; Tasmania, 41.3 per cent.; Western
Australia, 38.7 per cent.

I think the Government have had no more to
do with the keeping down of prices in this
Btate than the Queensland Government had
to do with the inerease of prices in Queens-
land. Both Governments are simply in office
to govern things as they find them and no
attempt so far as I know has been made by
any Government,. other than the Federal

Price Fixing Board, to endeavour to keep the

price of food within reasonable limits. Many
suggestions have béeen made as to how the

There is no such party.
Mr. Ryan on the 9th

cost of living might be redueed. T think
there is one way and ome omly. When I
joined what was known as the Socialist

Democratic Federation of Great Britain scme
25 years ago, the main object of that organ-
isation was to bring the producer and con-
sumer closer together. The socialist party,
for some reason, have departed from that and
their cry is in another direction. I think
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thig is the only method by whlch the "cost of

living can be reduced.

Mr. Troy: That is why you joined the
profiteering party.

Hon. P. Collier: You joined the company
of profiteers,- anyhow their political asociety.
Every profiteer in this State stands behind
your party.

Mr. Troy: Scoundrels)

Mr. DAVIES: I could charge the party
opposite with associating with the Bolshevists
of -Australia—

Mr. Munsie: T would sooner agsociate with
them,

Mr. DAVIES: Tt is as well to have that
statement on record. I would be quite as
fair in charging members opposite with hob-
nobhing with the Bolshevists of Australia.

Mr. Jones: Where are they?

Mr. Green: You erawled in and you will
be kicked out.

Hon. P. Collier: The men you call Bol-
ghevigts are the men you delighted to be as-
socinted with a couple of years ago.

Mr, DAVIES: Let me remind the leader
of the Opposition that during his speech the
other night, when he c¢harged the Government
with holding up the ships af Fremantle
rather than pay the men a miserable 1s. 2d.
a dey, I interjected that they were adopting
a similar attitude to that adopted by him
when Minister for Railways.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no analogy.

Mr. DAVIES: There is, t0 my mind, and
to the minds of the workers concerned at that
time, On that occasion I stood behind the
hon. member—i—

Hon, P. Collier:
way behind.

Mr. Mimsjie: Out of shooting distance.

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, well out of range.

Mr. DAVIES: When the hon, member
went to & union of this State and asked for
its support. I was at that particnlar time
a member of the exeecutive.

Hon. P. Collier: Of what unionf -

Mr, DAVIES: The W.A.G.R.

Hon. P. Collier: In smpport of what$

Mr. DAVIES: Of the stand the hon. mem-
ber was taking at the time.

Hon. P. Collier: I never asked any union
for muapport. -

Mr. Green: That was before you were
kicked out of the railway union.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not ask any union
for support during any time T was in office.
I want the hon, member to withdraw that
remark, )

Mr. DAVIES: I say the hon. member did
80, and he says he did not. We will let other
people judge.

Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the Oppo-
sition has denied the hon. member’s state-

I did not see you; a long

© ment,

Hon. P.- Collier: I want the statement
withdrawn that I ever went to a union meet-
ing and asked for support. It is incorrect.

Mr. SBPEAEER: The hon. member for
Guildford must withdraw this statement.
The hon. member for Boulder has denied it.

Mr. DAVIES: T withdraw the statement,
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Mr, Troy: Tell us. how the cup was
dashed from your lips. -

Mr. DAVIES: As one who- conaistently
supported industrial arbitration, I want to
be quite frank in this matter. If the Gov-
erament of the day desire the workera of the
Btate to support arbitration - they must
amend the Arbitration Act. ' The last amend-
ment to it was made in 1912 by the Labour
Qovernment, The Aet was then described as
being the best Arbitration Act in the world.

Hon. T. Walker: It was the best Act then
in exigtence. We do not say it was perfect.

Mr. DAVIES: Section 84 Subsection 2
of that Act says—

No minimum rate of wages or other
remunneration shall be prescribed which
is not sufficient to enable the average
worker to whom it applies to live in rea-
sonable comfort, having regard to any
domestic obligations to which such aver-
age worker would be ordinarily subject.

Mr. Justice Higgins, the President of the
Federal Arbitration Court, laid it down
when making a basic wage for certain in-
dustries that the basic wage shounld be that
which would keep a married man and a
wife and threa children in comparative com-
fort. It will be noted that whenever a mini-
mum wage iy prescribed, it applies to single
men, married men without childrer, and to
men with more tlian three children and up
to seven children. To-day through that basic
wage beitig laid down on that principle the
people of the State, who have to rear more
than three chiidren, are handicapped. The
Government of Western Australia have given
the married worker another 1s. a day and
bhave diseriminated against the single men.
I am not in favour of that method of dia-

- criminating against sections of employees,

In the hands of certain employers this
would become an instrument whereby they
wight employ only single men to the ex-
elusion of the married men, I think the
Government at the time took the best
course in giving a war bonus of 1s. per
day to married employees. I urge upon the
Government, if they desire to assist those
workers who are to-day objecting to the
Arbitration Court, to do something in the
direction of grapting finaneial assistance
for children over and above those allowed
for by the basic wage. -There ghould be a
graduated scale of increases allowed for
every child that has to be supported over
and above three children. If the Govera-
ment will do this it will be an encourage-
ment to the people coneerned not to restrict
their families to oneé or two or at the most
three children. Much has bHeen said regard-
ing Jmmlgratlon In my opinion the best
immigrantg, if I may call them so, are those
who are born in the State, and ‘we should
do our best to encourage that kind of im-
niigrant.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you think an extra
2s. a week would have that effect?

Mr, DAVIES: No. The Goverriment are
to-day granting to widows with -one c¢hild
2s. a week, and when they have to put that
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child out to a foster parent they give some-
thing like 12s, 6d. 1If they gave a grant
of that description op genoral lines I think
it wonld be a good thing.

Mr. Chessen: That would be an incentive
for employers to take on single instead of
married men, L

Hon. T. Walker: Assisting the employer
all the time. :

Mr. DAVIES: What other eourse could
be suggested in place of this? The Arbitra-
tion Act could be amended in order that the
basie wage might be increased to cover a
man, his wife, and six children if necessary.
The industry has to carry the wages that
are being paid. It is “‘Bill Bowyaugs’’
who has to bear the burden. If the indusiry
has to earry an inereased wage the men
employed in it must produce the work so
that the industry may be able to pay that
wage. In the last award delivered by the
Arbitration Covrt, in the case of the en-
gineers, Mr. Justice Rooth made the mini-
mum wage 11ls. a day. When once the Court
Itas laid down a basic wage in excess of
what was given previously that basic wage
ought to bave a common applieation,

The Minister for Works: You would have

all conditions equalt .

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. The basie wage is
the minimum wage. It does mot matter
what the industry may -be, the basic wage
is the basic wage in all cases. It is the wage
paid to the least competent worker.

Mr, Troy: And the Government take the
balanee. Co-
Mr. DAVIES: No. The Government

should amend ihe Arbitration Act so that
when an increased basic wage is given it is
made to apply equally throughont the State.
For instance, the labourers in engineeriny
shops will-now receive 11s. a day. The lab-
ourers in the engineering braneh ¢f the work-
shops of the Government are to-day receiving
10s. 1d. per da.y in the case of married men,
and 9s. 7d. in the case of single men. "t'
the court were given power the basic wage
ought to apply equally all round, otherwise
there is constituted a premium on strikes,

Mr. Troy: Throughout the States?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. As an agent of a
union I have had to wait for 19 months in
order to approach the Arbitration Court.
From the time when the case was citéd until
it reached the ecourt a period of 19 months
elapsed. The tramway men approaéhad the
Government and the Government made the
basic wage 108. 7d. I believe it was pre’
vionsly 95, 6d. To'day the basic wage in the
Government is 9s. 7d.,; and the men in' the
railways have to continue on that wage until
thev can approach the Arbitration Court.

‘The Minister for Works: The casc -is
coming on this month. :

Mr.' O’'Loghlen: Could not the Govern-
ment be A little generous prior to the case
coming- on, and give the men a living wagef

Mr. DAVIES: The Government - ought fo
amend the Arbitration Aet and allow the
President: to declare, when he has arrived
at a basic wage, that it shall be a eommon

.official Labour party.’’
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rule, .50 that the least .competent worker in
every industry shall receive that basic wage.:
That isa fair and just proposition.

Mr, Willcock: There is no doubt about
that,
Mr. DAVIES:' There would be ne talk

about men going on strike. There is somo
doubt as to the .meaning of a bhasic wage.
It is the lowest wage paid in the Stdte under
awards or industrial agreements for un-
skilled labour. An amendment of the Act
in this direction would be one way of get-
ting over the causes of industrial unrest to-
day, - I should like to refer ‘to the strikes
which have occurréd recently. So far as the
official Labour party is concerned
~ Hon, T. Walker: Why do you not say the:
Australian Labour party? What right have
you te christen it by that false appal]atmn?
There is nothing officious about it.

Mr. DAVIES: They call themselves that;
- Mr.” Munsie: = They do nothing of the
kind.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DAVIES: One of the leaders in the

Fastern States said when referring to the
split in the Labour party, “We are the
It is from that they
have become known as the official Labour

party.
Mr. O’Loghlen Yon want to suit your-
self. Tt does not matter. :

"Mr. Munsie: It i3 a recogmition th:a.t he_is
unofficial,

Mr. Jomes: We are the working class
movement. That i3 sufficient.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

‘Mr. DAVIES: They repudiated the con-
seription referendum,

Hon, P, Collier: - When?

Mr. DAVIES: First of all when it was
submitted to the Federal Parliament by Mr.
Hughes on the first cccasion. Twenty-three
members of the Federal Parliament voted
agaiust the subimission of this question of
conseription to the people

Mr. Munsie: And you repudiated the de—
cision of the referendum even when it was
taken, *

Mr. DAVIES: No! .

Mr. Mungie: Yes, you did, and you called
everyone who disagreed a disloyalist and a
pro-German.

Mr. DAVIES: Thirteen members of the
Eouse of Representatives and nine of the
Senate voted against the submission of that
question to the people, -

Mr. O'Loghlen: That stuff id horribly old.

"Mr, Green: You are doing’ the dirty work
for the bosses as you have always done.

Mr. DAVIES: If-it gives hon. membeis
any pleasure to make those remarks let them
do' 8o,

Mr. Green:
a8 ‘usual.

Mr. DAVIES: The strike just ended on
the goldfields was assistéd by members of
the.union known as the A.W.J., which is the
largest -and most- militant organisation in
Avstralia.  Members mist - algo ‘admit that
this union some time ago took a ballot of its

You- are doing the seab work
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membera as to the method to be adopted in,
the settlement of strikes. By a majority -in
every Btate that large and militant organisa-
tion earried a ballot in favour of arbitration
over direct action.

Mr. Willeock:
court? .

Mr. DAVIES: We find to-day that some
500 or 600 men on the goldfields, in face of
this resolution of the union, went out on
gtrike instead of submitting the matter to
arbitration, o

Mr. Lambert: On a point of order, is the
hon. member in order in making incorreet
statements of that description? As a mat-
ter of fact the workers there, as he knows,
are not on strike. )

Mr, SPEAELR:
order? -

Mr, Lambert: ‘The hon. member is telling
an untruth.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is mot
in order in aceusing any hon. member of
telling an untruth.

Mr., Lambert: He is telling an untruth,
and I will aceuse him of it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Could they get to this,

What i the point of

The hon., mem-

ber for Coolgardie must withdraw that state-

ment.

Mr. Lambhert: 1 withdraw the statement.

Hon, P, Collier; Does not the hon, mem-
ber know that union is not registered under
our State Act, and therefore cannot appreach
the Arbitration Court? :

Mr. DAVIES: Then why did they take a
ballot on the question?

Hon. P, Collier: That was a ballot of the
whole union, throughout Australia, but the
hon. member has been dealing with the fire-
wood workers’ union, and.that vnion is not
registered, and cannot be registered, under
our State Act.

Mr, DAVIES: Then let us deal with the
gseamen, .

Mr. Munsis: You are shifting your ground
again.

Mr. DAVIES: I am now taking a union
which may approach the Federal Arbitration
Court. The South Australian branch of the
seamen’s union urged the executive in Mel-
bourne to take 2 ballot of the members to
say whether the seamen wonld strike or
would submit the question to arbitratiom.
What do we find? Mr. Walsh, the general
secretary of the seamen’s union, replied to
South Australia that to take a ballot of the
whele of the seamen would cost too mueh
money. That' was his only exeuse for not
consulting the whole of the seamen’s union
as to whether they would eause this criminal
strike that is taking place in Australia to-

day.

Mr. Troy: What is eriminal?

Mr. Munsie: The attitude of the 'ship-
owners is eriminal, and the hon. member
knowa it. - - :

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DAVIES: Did the Australian ges-

men strike against ‘the high profits

bein,
made by the ‘Australian ‘shipowners? €

[ASSEMBLY.].

- Mr. Green: 'Why did not you do sof You
would sooner have a quid a day to speak for
Hedges against the workers. That has got
you, .

Hon. P. GCollier: You sold yourself.

Mr. Green: Yes, sold yourself to Hedges.
for a quid a day.
Mr. DAVIES:
goorlie fo withdraw that statement.

absolutely incorrect.

Mr, Green: What statement? That you
sold yourself to Hedges for a quid a day¥
I have proof of it, even if I bave to with-
draw it in accordance with. the rules of the
Houge. -

Mr, SPEAKER: The member for Kal-
goorlie must keep order. What is the ob-
jection of the member for Guildford?

Mr, DAVIES: I ask for a withdrawal of
the statement that I received £1 a day for
working for Mr. Hedges.

Mr. SPEAEER: The member for Guild-
ford takes exception to the statement that
he received £1 a day for working for Mr.

I ask the member for Kal-
It is

Hedges.
Mr. Green: I withdraw.
Mr, Troy: Why must the hon. member

withdraw if he makes a statement that an-
other member received £1 a day?

. Mr, SPEAKER: What is the point of
order?

Mr. Troy: Why should an hon. member

‘be called upon te withdraw a statement that

another member made £1 a day by working
for somebody?

Mr. SPEAKER: Because the member
concerning whom the statement was made has
denied it.

Mr, Troy: The point of order iy that the
Speaker is mot correct in demanding a with-
drawal from a memhber of the statement that
another member worked for £1 a day. -

Mr, SPEAEKER: What is the hon, mem-
ber’s point of orderf

Mr. Troy: My point of order is that the
Standing Orders do not require that an hon.
member shall withdraw a statement merely
becaunse another hon, member states that the
statement I8 not ecorrect. The statement
must be personal, and it must bear an in-
sinnation.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! What is the hon.
member’s point of order?

My, Troy: I wish to submit the point. If
thie member for Guildford feels that there is
an insinuation in the statement, that in
working for £1 a day for Mr, Hedges there
ig something contemptible, then he might ask
for a withdrawal; but he i not entitled:

Mr.' SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon,
member tesume his seat? )

Mr. Troy: Just a moment, Sir,

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member
resume his seat? The member for Kalgoorlie
interjected that the member for Guildford
had sold himself to Hedges for £1 a day.
That is the statement objected to, and it is
an offensive statemdnt. Hence, T asked for a
withdrawal, and the member for Kalgoorlie

‘withdrew. The member for Guildford may
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proeceed. The interjections must cease, or we
cannot carry on the business of the House.

Mr. DAVIES: T was dealing with the
seamen’s strike, and showing again the cor-
rectness of my statement that the Official
Labour party have repudiated the referen-
dum. At the last conference held by that
party the referendum was again placed on
the platformi, To-night it has been urged
by . the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C, Angwin) that matters should be
submitted to the people. All that I ask to-
day of the party who pretend to represent
the workers of Australia is that they shall
first of all submit to the workers in an in-
dustry, whether they will go on strike, In
this connection T could adduce several in-
atances, We need only refer to the tramway
trouble here in Perth, The tramway men’s
union i registered under the State Arbitra-
tion Act. The men decided by ballot to sub-
mit their dispute to arbitration., We find
that a strike oceurred in ghat industry, and
it is pertinent to ask how that strike oe-
curred, seeing that the tramway men had de-
elared hy ballot that they would submit the
matter to arbitration. If further instances
ar¢ needed, they can be given.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you believe that
workmen should starve on 9s. 7d. a day,
waiting for years to get to a court?

Mr., DAVIES: No, I do not.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Can you justify the logic
of our loeal Arbitration Court in giving
timber men with eight or nine children a
wage of 98, 7d. a day, and giving women
without children here in Perth £2 and up-
wards per week. ’

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, DAVIES: T have already urged on
the Governmoent that when the Arbitration
Court lays down an inecreased basie wage,
that basic wage should be made a commeon
rule and should apply to the whole of the
workers of this State; or not necessarily
throughout the State, because a higher
basic wage is given for the goldfields than
for the enast. Therefore, there is no point
in the interjeetion of the member for For-
Test. I repeat, because it is worth repeat-
ing, that if the Government desire to get
over the industrial unrest existing to-day,
that is one of the methods of doing it.

Mr. Willeock: But this particular unien is
registered under the Federal Court.

My, DAVIES: The Federal court could
take the same course. I would urge the
sgme thing if T were in the Federal Par-
liament. But from the way some members
are acting, one would think they did not
desire to see the industrial unrest laid.

Opposition Members: Oh!

Mr, Munsie: What is your desire, when
you refer to your own class as criminalg?

Mr. DAVIES: I gaid this strike of the
seamen was a criminal action. )

Mr. O’Loghlen: Never a word against
the shipowners.

Mr. Munsie:

Every word against your
fellow men.
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Mr. DAVIES: Did the secamen strike
against the profiteers?
Mr, Green: Why did not yout

Mr. DAVIES: Had the seamen struck
against the inereased freights charged by
the shipowners, they would have had the
public of Australia with them. However,
we find the scamen going out on strike to
get a share of the ill-gotten gains of the
shipowner.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The British seamen are
getting about £2 a month more than the
Ausiralian seamen.

‘Mr. Munsie: And so are the American
seamen,
Mr. DAVIES: What wages are the Brit-

ish seamen getting to-day?

Mr. O’Loghlen: I cannot say offhand.
However, they are getting more. I have
been speaking with five seamen who are
réceiving the wages. )

Mr. DAVIES: Seamen on the American
coast are getting more than the British aca-
men, and that was explained by Mr. Justice
Higgins, in the Arbitration Court, as being
due to the inereased cost of living in
America beyond what it is in Australia.
Returned soldiers tell us that the cost of
commodities is much higher on the Contin-
ent and in Ameriea than in Australia,

Mr. Muunsie: What difference does that
make when the seamen are getting their
keep? '

Mr. O’Loghlen: There were three officers
in the House to-night who asserted that
clothicg and material are cheaper in Eng-
land than here. I can fetch them,

Mr, Wilson: You ean fetch me also.

Mr, DAVIES: T agree entirely with what
was stated by Mr, Justice Higgina when he
met the seamen, and his words are worth
repeating and worth putting on record. Mr.
Justice Higgins on the 10th June said the
following—

When assured of the power of the court
to deal with these matters, they frankly
said that. they -did not believe in arbitra-
tion

That is the reason why, I conclude, members
opposite are making the exquse for the fire-
wood workers on the goldfields that they are
not able to approach the State Arbitration
Court,

Mr. Green: What worriea you is that they
are up against Hedpges, your old boss at a
quid a day.

Mr. DAVIES: Tet the hon. member be
careful. Mr, Justice Higging said—

When assured of the power of the court to

deal with these matters they frankly said

they did not believe in arbitration, but be-
lieved in direct action. Some of the re-
presentatives, however, were strongly in
favour of arbitration. The proposal that

a plebiscite be taken was at once accepted,

even by those opposed to arbitration, on

the ground that the majority of the work-

ers had a right to ruls, o

Mr. Lambert: It was the woodline com-
panies that were on strike, if you want to
know. :
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Mr."SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DAVIES: The report’ continues—
He promised them that if the ships were
manned he would refer the log of the men
to the court for arbitration,  All those
against arbitration managed to induce the

braneh meeting to resolve that they would

have nothing to do with arbitration. The
natural result was that those who favoured
arbitration abstained from voting,
I also agree with these remarks of Mr. Jus-
tice Higgins—
The eurious thing wag that under the con-
stitution of the umion the settlement of
disputes by arbitration was the union’s
policy. This policy was now being ignored.
Mr. Green: Terrible fellows, the workers,
are they not?
My, DAVIES: The report continnes—

At the conference he went so far as to say,
as one who might have to arbitrate, that
the claims for proper accommodation ought
in substance to be granted, and there ap-
peared to be no sound reason why there
should not be compensation for sickness,
death, or accidents arising in the services.
‘We have only to turn to the industrial unrest
existing throughout the British Empire. To-
day we find every reputable leader of the
working class in Great Britain deerying the
direct-action tacties of some of the workers
in Great Britain,

Mr. Lambert: They are not following the
advice in Wales, thank God!

Mr. BSPEAKER: OQrder!

Hon. P. Collier; Did you ever support
strikers before you left us?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes.

Mr. Green: Where was arbitration thent

Mr, SPEAEER: Order! The member for
Guildford must address the Chair,

Mr. DAVIES: I have supported strikes in
the past, and possibly I would supporl; them
again.

Mr. Troy: Possibly!

Mr. DAVIES: If the matter that had to
be settled was one that could not be settled
by a court of arbitration. Let me remind
hon. members opposite that I led a strike in
this State when a Government of which the
present leader of the Opposition was a mem-
ber held power.

Hon. P. Collier: You led a strike?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, and it was suceessful.

Mr, Green: You dangerous man! You
must be a Bolshevik,

Mr, DAVIES: And this notwithstanding
the fact that the then Government, a Lahour
Government, sent word to me at Midland
Junction that unless the matter was settled
I was to bs proseented and my books con-
figeated. At that time the question over
which the men were on strike could mot be
settled? by the Arbitration Court,

Mr. Green: What was their complaint?

Mr. DAVIES: Having to work with non-
unionists .in the briek-yards. After saven
weeks those men won, and they have never
sinée been asked to work with non- umonlsts

[ABSEMBLY.]"

. Green: We had exactly the same posi-
tlon a.t Frema.ntle, when you were against
the men.

Mr, DAVIES: In regard to the industrial
unrest. that prevails to-day, I think it would
be wise if the leaders of the unicns were to
follow the advice given by the Labour leaders
of Great Britain. J. H. Thomas, M.P,
secretary to one of the largest unions in
Great Britain, rccently denounced the diréet
actionists in Great Britain.

Mr. Wilson: No, he did not.

Mr. DAVIES: I can repeat what he said.
Jimmy Sexton, the secretary of the National
Transport Workers Union of Great Britain,
has also spoken against them,

Mr. Jones: He ig ancther Labour rat.

Mr. DAVIES: Appleton also has spoken
against them, and so, too, has Clynes.

Mr, Jones: They are all in the same cate-
gory as yourself; they are all Lahour rats.

Mr. SPEAKER:, Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not use offensive epithets. The
hon, member will withdraw the term ‘‘La-
bour rat.’’

My, Jones: I withdraw.

Mr, DAVIES: Arthur Henderson, who is
to-day a member of a party in Great Britain
similar to the party sitting opposite, has de-
pounced the direct actionists. I think it only
fair to ask the union leaders in Australia to
adopt the same attitude as is adopted by
thoré leaders in Great Britain.

Hou, P. Collier: But in the case of the
strike in the brickyards you were leading
the direct actionists.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much direct action in this House. I am
afraid it will compel me to take direct
action.

Mr. DAVIES: My sole reagon for speak-
ing on these lines is that Australia is foo
geod a country to be epoilt by the tacties of
certain individuals in Australia to-day. If
we desire to see what Australia looks like
in the eves of the outside world, we have
only to remember what was said by the
members of the French Mission when in Aus-
tralia, The representative of the French
Mission who visited this Btate was féted at
the Trades Hall

Mr, Lambert: He was a good democrat.

Mr. DAVIES: He said—

I think that so far as Australia is con-
cerned you have everything at your com-
mand, and. whatever yon desire brought
into existence you may do so by the hallot
box.

I wich to remind members of that part of
the doecument drafted at the Peace Confer-
ence which referred to the Labour eharter.
Finlayeon, a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives, said that however desirable the
Labour charter might be to the rest of the
world, it was of no mse to the workers of
Avuatralia, becawse they already had got
everythmg it conceded. He declared that it
was a wonderful step forward for the rest
of the world, yet he admitted that Anstralia
had already got what that charter provided
for the remainder of the world. “Therefora
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I ask that we in Australin may continve on
the same lines as we have followed during
the past 15 or 20 years; in other words, that
we continue to rely on consiitutional means
of reform. Let me refer to the attitude I
propose to adopt during the coming weeks.
I will adopt the samo attitude this session
as I adopted in previous sessions. When the
Government bring down semething which 1
believe to be of benefit to the State, I will
vote for it; whereas if the Government
bring down something which I think will not
‘be of benefit to the State, I will vote againat
it. ‘When the Taxation Bill was brought
down Jast session it was deseribed by an
hon. memher opposite as an: instroment to
tob the workers of the State,

Mr. Munsie: That was perfectly true.

Mr, DAVIES: When the measure finally
left this Chamber the leader of the Opposi-
tion described it as one of the most equitable
forms of taxation ever pagsed by this Par-
liament.

Hon. P. Coliier: Quote the statement.

Mr. DAVIES : This goes to show that
when the Government bring doewn a measnre
and it is placed before hon. members— .

Hon. P. Collier: On a point of order. I
do not think the hon., member has quoted
me correctly. I denmy having said that the
Ineowe Tax Bill was the most equitable ever
passed by this Chamber, and I ask the hon.
member to withdraw the statement.

Mr. DAVIES: T withdraw,

Hon, P. Collier: I said it was an equitahle
measure, but not that it was the most equit-
able ever passed here. -

Mr. DAVIES: I wish to deal with what
some people in Australia regard as a desir-
able policy, a policy known in some countries
as Bolshevism. T have here a copy of -the
f“Westralinn Worker’’ of 4th April, 1919,
Under the heading. ‘‘Labour and the Bol-
shevik Revolution,’’ the leading article reads
as follows—

The eagerness with which politicians of
the Storey type denounce the Russian
Bolsheviks emphagises the great power the
capitalistic Press exercises over the minds,
or rather the emotions, of certain Labour
leaders. Let John Storey, leader of the
New South Wales Labour party, announce
that he stands for the abolition of private
property and- the means of life, and he
will discover that he also is a Bolshevik,
equally with Lenin and Trotsky, though
he sticks to constitntional means.

Hon, T. Walker: 'WeH what is wrong with

that?

- Mr. DAVIES: That is the leading article
from the ‘‘ Worker.'’ Let me again turn to
the dinterview granted by Mr. Ryan on:his
retorn from the United EKingdom, and re-
ported on the 10th June, as follows— :

A favourite epithet nzed by the oppon-
ents of the Labour party was that of
. " Bolshevik,’? though nobody knew what
it meant. He did not know just what

Bolghevism meant, but their platform was

entirely different from that of the Aus-

“tralian Labour party, and the best answer
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to such critics was to refer them to the-
platform of the Australian Labour party.

If we look at the platform of the Australian
Labour party, and. look also at the attitude-
of the direct actioniats, we find that they -
have repudiated that party.

" Hon, P, Collier: But you were the very
effective leader of the dire¢t actionmists in
the brickyards. You have admitted that to-
night.

Mr. DAVIES: T wish to remind members
of what Colonel John Ward, the Labour
leader, has said.

Mr. O’Loghlen: We do not disagree with
that. We do not know whether, or not it is
true,

Mr. DAVIES: If hon. members recollsct
what was said by Ward, let me remind them
that there are in Anstralia to-day wen
agitating for the introduction of Soviet gov-
ernment. It was necessary for Mr. Theodore,
the Acting Premier of Queeunsland, to Je-
nounce those men the other day, and bhis
remarks are worth quoting. He said—

If the Australian Labour movement de-
sire to save themselves from destruction
the best thing they can do is tu boot out
the LW.Ws,

Hon. P. Collier: They are all in gaol,

Mr. DAVIES: He added that they should
boot out also the Bolsheviks and anyone
¢lse who. preached violence. TUnless that 1is
done, there will be nothing for this country
other than to go back to the dark days
experienced by the people -of the TUnited
Kingdom 30 years ago, and that will be to
work for a mere pittance, because to-day"
they are destroying every avenue of employ-
ment. It does not matter what is suggested'
in this State, we find that an agitation is
organised and the result is that the industry
does not commence operations. Whether it
is right or wrong, the charge was made that
the Wyndham Freezing Works were to
atart work a season or two earlier than they
actoally did, but that that course was pre-
vented on account of the action of -some
individual. Tt i8 said that the same thing
occurred with regard to the freezers at Fre-
mantle, the commencement of operations in

.connection with which was held up.

Hon. P. Collier: Who is the individual%®
Mr, DAVIES: The same thing was said
to have oceurred in connection with the pro-
posal to build ships.
Hon, T. Walker:
that out. .
Mr. O’Loghlen: The experience of the Com-
monwealth Government in connection with
wooden ships proves that it was a good

thing it was ecut out.

Mr. DAVIES: If much more of that
kind of thing goes om, there will he dark
days ahead of Western Australia. Let me
now, before concluding, deal with profiteer-
ing. So far as T am concerned, I would like
to see the coastal shlppmg of Augtralia ¢on-
trolled in the future by the Commonwealth
Government. They to-day. have control of
it to an extent. and T trust that that eontral-
will be retained. It is said, ‘“Why should

The Commonwealth cut
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not the Commonwealth Government own the
industry?’’ et me remind hon. members
that for many years nationalisation has been
urged in Awstralin. 1 do not know that
that suceess which members hope for has
attended it.

Mr. O’Loghlon: They nationalised every-
thing at the beginning of the war.

Mr. DAVIES: No; they took control.
Lot us deal for the moment with one of the
greatest crises Great Britain was faced
with shortly after ihe termination of the
war. 1 refer to the coal strike. A Royal
Commission was appointed to go into the
matter, and I understand the report of the
Commissioner, Justice Sankey, waa in
favour of the natiomnalisation of the mines.
Sinece that time, Mr. Lloyd George has an-
nounced that the Government decided to
limit the profits in the coal mining industry
and he sajd ‘“We will preseribe them at
something like 4 to 6 per cent.”’ Om those
conditions the wmen resumed employment
with the exception of the Yorkshire miners.
I urge that the same thing should take

plate in Australia, thai is, the limitation of |

profits. It is truc that they limit the wages
of the worker by means of the Arbitratiou
Court, and I am prepared to support a
measure in this House which would have
the effect of limiting profits, I can refer
to an industry in this State which was
nationaligsed, or partly natiomalised, and
the Government promised to reduce the
prodnct of that industry to the people

something like 25 per cent. T helieve
thet announcement was made i all
good faith, but it has been proved
gince that on a2ecdunt of the indwos-

try being partly nationalised, it was impos-
gible to carry out the pledge given fo the
public of this State.

Mr, Mungie: What industry was that¥
Mr. DAVIES: And to-day it is hard to

get the orgnnised workers of that industry
to engage in it if they can gef employment

in a private yard. They say that the con--

ditions are too exacting there, and the rea-
gson for that is owing to the overhead
charges, and on seccount of the fact that
the industry is over-capitalised. That
seems to me to be the fanlt of nationalis-
ing industries in Australia. I want to re-
mind the House that a change of heart is
taking place regarding many of the prin-
ciples advocated by the Labour party. For
instance, during the Albany election the
ery went up that they stood for co-opera-
tion. Not one word was said regarding the
nationalisation of industries. The strangest
thing of the lot was that during that cam-
paign there was a member of this House
down there urging the return of Mr. John-
gon on the score that hc was a co-operation-
ist, and that same individual at the State
Executive of the Australian Labour party,
when the question of co-operation was
brought up, moved that thea next business
be proceeded with,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Who was that?
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Mr. DAVIES: I am nov plaming the
official Lakbour party for their change of
views in that direction. They can see to-'
day that it is right to depart from the c¢ry
of pationalisation and go in for co-opera-
tion. They say co-operation will save the
working classes and they urge eloser co-
operation and declare that all will be well.

Mr. Green: Who said thatd

Mr. DAVIES: T want to remind the
House that where we have co-operation, we
will get little or no nationalisation.

Mr. Troy: It is the same thing.

Mr. DAVIES: And where we have nation-
alisation, we have little or no co-operation.

Mr. Troy: Is is only a guestion of degree.

Myr. DAVIES: They will say that union-
ism is co-operation. Of counrse it is. It is
co-operation if the working man in an in-
dustry protects his interests in that parti-
cular industry. But a section of the workers
are urging nationalisation to-day eo that
those engaged in a partienlar industry should
own it to the exclusion of everyone else.

Mr. Green: That is not preached any-
where in the world. ]

. Mr, DAVIES: Tt is preached that the
workers in an industry should own that
industry to the exelugion of the general
public. &o far as T am concerned, I shall
never support that sort of nationalisation.

Mr. Green: Nor will anyone else.

Mr, DAVIES: I do not know that any
hon. member can say more than I have
said regarding profiteering. I am prepared
to support a measnre which will have for
its object the limiting of profits. If the
seamen struck againat the enormous profits
which have been made by the ship owners
in conseqnence of the iniquitous echarges
they have imposed on the public of Auns-
tralia, the seamen would have had the popu-
lation of Australia behind them.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans): T desire fo
say » word or two on the Address-in-reply
before the debate is bronght to a conclusion,
and hefore making any remarks about the
Speech of the Governor, I want to deal with
gome of the statements made by hon. mem-
bers and partieularly the hon. member who
has just resumed his seat. That hon. mem-
ber quoted figures to prove—naturally of
course coming from him—that where a Lab-
our Government existed, the cost of living
had inereased more than in any other State
in the Commonwealth where national CGov-
ernments were in power, and he quoted
Knibbs as his aunthority. The point he and
I disagree on iz with reference to Knibbs
being recognised as an authority on that sub-
jeet. The Labour movement in Australia—
not ouly Wastern Australias—and thousands
ontside it have disagreed with Knibbs for
years past; they repudiate his figures. How
can the worker in thig¥ or in any State accept
Knibbs's figures when the prices are wholly
and solely supplied by the employers, and
the employees have no chanee of checking
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them? Let me draw attention to just ome
statement and hon. members will see how far
oul Knibbs is in his calculations. Quoting
the cost of living  in Western Australia,
EKnibbs says that the rent of a four-reomed

howse in the metropolitan area is lls. 'That

_ statement is absolutely incorrect. It is
nearer 20s. or 23s. a week,

Mr. Davies: That is not included in what

I read. I quoted the prices of food.

Hon. P. Collier: If he is wrong in re-
gard to house rent, he will be wrong in other
things. .

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon. member said
that Knibbs's figures were recognised and
accepted by all classes, I want to show that
that is not the case and has not been the ease
for years past. I am not even prepared to
aceept I nibbs's prices in regard to groceries.
He iz supplied from Western Australia and
from other portions of the Commonwealth
with price-lists that are abgolutely inaceur-
ate. One eannot buy groceries at the prices
mentioned. A very.affable gentleman gave
evidence in the Arbitration Court to disprove
figures submitted by the workers regarding
the cost of living in Perth. Te was head of
a department at Foy & Gibson’s, and quated
various items and the prices at which they
eould be purchased there. Within the next
week, a number of ladies of the metropolitan
srea organised, went to Foy & Gibson’s, and
demanded items at the prices mentioned, but
could not procure them, .

Hon. P. Collier: He was just a plain pre-
varieator.

Mr. MUNSIE: The goods wers not in the
shop and were not to be had at the prices
quoted. That is the kind of evidence sup-
plied to Mr. Knibbs from which he compiles
his statistics which the hon. gentleman says
are accepted as acenrate. They are mot ac-
cepted by me and they are not accepted by
any section of the Labour movement throngh-
out Australia. It is remarkable that almost
every speaker on the Ministerial side has
made gome apology for the position he occu-
pies to-day. We have them all apologising
now. They do not know where they are.

Mr. Troy: They are ashamed of being
where they are. - -

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes, they are apologising
for the position they hold.

Hon. P. Collier: They are not responsible
for the Giovernment.

Mr. MUNSTE: Tt is remarkable, too, that
with one exception, every memher on the
Ministerial side has disclaimed responsibility
for placing the present CGovernment where
they are.

Hon. P. Collier:
zot there,

Mr. MUNSIE: Whenrever I have discussed
the question with any member on the Gov-
ernment side, T have always been met with
the statement—*‘It was not my vote which
put the Premier in office.”’ THow did he get
there® I an rather curious to know how the
Government come to occupy the  Ministerial
benches. T . .

The mystery is how they
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The Minister for Minegs: We are here,
anyhow, .

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know how the
Premier got there, and I cannot find a soli-
tary individual who admits baving supported
the Premier to gain that position. This is
only to be expected. When. the Nationalist
party came into being in Western Australia
it was by intrigue and underhband work—not
the slightest doubt.

Hon. P. Collier: It was something to the
eredit of the present Premier that he stuck
to hiz independence, ’

My, MUNBIE: They came -in by intrigue,
and an undercurrent was worked to jockey
the late Mr, Frank Wilson ont and put some-
one alse in. T admit many of them had
reasons for wanting to get rid of Mr. Wilson
and for wishing to get Sir Henry Lefroy as
leader of the party and, therefore, Premier of
the State, The reason was that an election
was looming in sight, and the people had
nothing againgt Sir Henry Lefroy. They had
much against Mr, Wilson; they wished to
remove him from the position. of Premier,
and they did so.

Mr. Troy: Why did not they have any-
thing against Sir Henry Lefroy{

Mr. MUNSIE: - He had never done any-
thing good, bad, or indifferent to which they
could object. He was just a very affable
gentleman. So we eontinned to the termina-
tion of last session.- At the close of the ses-
sion, s0 far as any member on this side of
the House or a considerable number on the
Ministerinl side were aware, they still had
every confidence in Sir Henry Lefroy as their
leader. With the exception of the present
Premier, almost everyone had absolute con-
fidence in lim, and proved it. When the
member for Northam moved a no-confidence
motion against the Lefroy Government, ouly
two members, apart from the Opposition,
supported him. Yet the gentleman who
noved the mno-confidence motion and for
whom nobody on that side of the House had
any time, iz now their leader. T have nothing
against the present Premier, but that is what
happened. Sir Henry Lefroy was got rid of
during the recess.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Sandbagged at midnight.

Mr. MUNSIE: A bit after midnight, T
think. Tast session, it did not matter what
Bill was before the House or at what hour
of the night or day a member on this side
rose to speak, we were constantly told from
the Ministerial benches, ‘*For Heaven’s sake
don’t eriticise; atop this absolutely factious
opposition; give us a chanee; let’s get into
recess, and give us an opportunily to show
the people what we can do by administra-
tion.’? .

* The Minister for Works: What an im-
agination you have pgot! .

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister for Works
has said it, not once but fifty times.

The Minister fotr Works: Then it must
have been true. .

Mr. MUNSIE: They were going to effect
wonderful economies if they only had =
chanee to get info their offices,. The session
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ended and ever since, as the leader of the
Opposition said, they have bean squabbling
liké Kilkenny cots to see who should- get
the fruits of office. No member sitting on
the Ministerial benches has been one-third of
the time in his office.

The Minister for Works: What!

Mr. MUNSIE: They have. been squabs
bling most of the time. While I am speak-
ing now, I hardly know whe are the Minis-
ters facing me; almost all the members on
the. Government side have been Ministers
or Honorary Ministers.

Hon. P. Collier: Except the member for
East Perth.

Mr. MUNSIE: He aays his turn is com-
ing next; I do not know when thé next
shulle will be.

Hon. P. Collier:
tanks.

Mr. MUNSIE: The whole of one side of
the cover of ‘‘Hansard’’ is regnired to show
the names of the various Ministers whoe have
held office since Parliament last met, We
have had three Governments and one  re-
constrneted Ministry.

The Minister for Works:
eall ' *in memoriams,’’

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes, ins and outs,

The Minister for Works: It shows how
varsatila we are.

Hon. P. Collier:
you have, )

Mr. MUNSIE: The first intimation I and
many people in the State received that there
were any signs of disruption in the National
Government——

The Minister for septic

What you might

Testing all the material

Mr. (’Loghlen: Was when Smith- blew
the gaff.
Mr. MUNSIE: No, before that, when

three Ministers left to attend a conference in
the East. While they were away, the leading
daily paper started to boost one man as
being the strong man and saviour of West-
ern Australia. That newspaper did it day
in and.day out, and he was not slow to ae-
cept their advice. Immediately he set to
work giving interviews to the Press. Hardly
a day passed without one; in fact it was a
contest: heween the then Attorney General
and the acting-Premier to see who wounld get
the most prominence. The then Attorney
General was outdone altogether; he did not
have a chance with Mr. Colebatch; at the
finish he was not even included as a starter.
Mr. Colebatch was mentioned every day and
was backed wp as the strong man becanse of
the attitude he adopted in conmneection with
the inflnenza epidemie. He did all this while
three of his colleagves were in Melbourne.
He was undermining them to get the posi-
tion, and so strong did things become that,
when they returned from- Melbourne, a meet-
ing of the party was called and we were told
by the Press—I am not in the secret of their
caucus; I know what oceurs when we meet
upstairg, but aceording to them that is a
eriminal offence—we are told that whem the
voting took place it was very close indeed.
In faet, it showed a majority of one for the
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then Premier, Sir Hem-y Lefroy voting, twme
to ‘get a majority of one.

The Minister for Works: That is not so.

Mr. MUNSIE: I.do not know whether it is
true or not; that is what was etated in the
Press.  Presently the Minister for Works
may tell us what took place.

Hon. P, Collier: When there is a dead-
heat, the only way to decide ia by piving
one man two votes.

The Minigter for Works: On a point of
order, I cannot allow the hon. member to in-
gult an absent member. Sir Henry Lefroy
did nothing of the sort,

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is not an inguls.

The Minister for Works: To apread
through the country the astatement that Sir
Henry Lefroy voted twice for himself is an
insult. He did nothing of the sort.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not a
point of order,

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not say whether it is
true or not, I said it was what I read in the
Press,

The Minister for Works:
out of your mind.

Mr, MUNSIE: That is what we were told
happened. '

Mr. O'Loghlen: ‘As clairman hé gave his
casting vote.

Mr. MUNSIE: To himself, naturally,

Mr. Robinson: On & point of order, under
Standing Order No. 121, no member shall
use offensive or unbecoming words to any
member of the House. The words which have
been used in couneetion with Sir Henry Le-
froy are unbecoming and are offensive to that
gentleman as well as being incorrect.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

Mr. Robinson: T ask that those words be
withdrawn, ’

Hon. P. Collier: I would like to say——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. mem-
ber may resame his seat. I have no inten-
tion of asking the hom, member to withdraw,

Mr, MUNSIE: No man in this State, not
even the member for Canning, has a higher
personal opinion of Sir Henry Lefroy than T
have.

Mr. Maley: Why make that remark?

Mr. MUNSIE: I have every respect for
him. I believe he is a fine affable gentle-
man, but that is no recommendatmn for him
as Prenuer

The Minister for Works
of an ungentlemanly act?

Mr. O’Loghlen: Not one member on that
gide of the House belied Smith’s statement.

Mr. MUNSIE: Before this debate comn-
cludes, I hope some member will tell ng what
actually took place. We are getting it gradu-
ally, I have merely quoted a statement which
appeared in the Press.

Mr. Thomson: You tell us what takes
place in your meetings.

Mr, MUNSIE: After that had a.ppeared
there had to be an election for a Minister in
order to fill the vacancy that had oceurred.
The then Colonial Treasurer {(the member for

You can put it

Why acense him

Trwin) had resigned and someone had to be

appointed in his place. The member for
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Nelson ' (Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott), who was
an Honorary Minister, wag thex appointed to
the vacancy.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
night, )

Mr. MUNSIE: The member for Guildford
(Mr. Davies) was also appointed an Honer-
ary Minister.

Mr. Troy: After assailing the member for
Moore.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have seen that in the
paper. We are toeld that he did this.
Nevertheless, he "was elected to the position
of Honorary Minister.

Hon. P. Collier: That was the end. of the
Ministry.

Mr. MUNSIE: The next morning the
f“West Australian’’—this is the maker and
unmaker of Governments in Western Aus-
tralia while the National party is occipying
the Treasury benches—came out with a lead-
ing article in which it wag pointed out that
there was only one course open to the Pre-
miar, namely, to send in his resignation as
leader of the party, and allow someone else
to be appointed. The dictum of the °*West
Anstralian’’ was aecepted, and the hon. gen-
tleman resigned. Another party meeting was
called. We then have the boomed gentleman
of the ‘‘West Australian’’ appointed to the
position of Premier. I refer to the present
Minister for Edweation. By virtue of his
bacoming leader of the National party he
became Premier of the State. It has been
the custom, ever sinece we have had Respon-
sible Government, for the Premier to hold a
seat in the Legislative Assembly, TUnfor-
tunately, at the time he was not a member
of this Chamber., Whether it is true or not,
wa are told that was premised distinetly tbat
a seat would be found for him.

Mr. Green: This is where Napoleon came
in.

Mr, MUNSIE: In the course of the days

He was unlocky that

that followed, we saw in the Press state--

ments made about gentlemen who wére going

to resigm, and these were followed by deninls

that they had any intention of resigning.
Unfortunately, Providence provided an op-

portunity for the Premier to obtain a seat -

in this House, if he so desired. A vacancy
occiurred in the Albany electorate. Why did
the hon, gentleman not accept that opportn:
nity? He said he desired a country seat,
and here was a seaport a considerable dis-
tance from the capital of this State. This
particular seat had been held by a member
of his own party, thongh unfortunately that
gentleman died. The Minister for Educa-
tion did not accept the opportunity. After
the disastroua oceurrence of that Sunday
nmiorning” at Fremantle, Mr, Colebateh re-
gigned. The one aet of that hon. gentleman,
which I am more sorry for than any other,
is that he went to the Commercial Travellers’
Club, which has always been looked upon as
a respectable institution, late on Friday

night or on Saturday morning, and delivered
an address calling for volunteers to aecom--

pany him on Sunday morning to the Fre-
mantle - wharf to erect barricades there.
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There were. 40 members -of the institution
present at the'time, 'but he only secured 18
volunteers and oné of these failed to furn
up on the Sunday morning.” I am serry this
hon. gentleman saw fit to'go to this respect-
able institution for the purpose of organising .
seabs, of whom he succeeded in getting only
17. We know what happened at Fremantle.
He returned to Perth and put in his resigna-
tion, There was no other alternative open
to him. Another party meeting was then
called, and the present Premier was elected
as leader: How he got there is a mystery.
I cannot find a single member on the other
side of the House who can say that he voted
for him,

Mr. Hardwick: He had an overwhelming
majority.

Mr. Grifiiths: How many have you askedf

Mr. MUNSIE: -I ghould like to say a few
words about the Albany election. The news-
paper, which is the mouthpiece of the present
Government, and particularly that of the
Premier, had one ery ounly during that elec-
tion. The Minister for Mines is 8 member
of this House to-day by virtue of his advo-
cacy of one policy only. In an interview
with the Press he clmtmctly- stated that he
only lhad ome plank in his platform, which
wag that constitutional anthority must be
maintained.

Mr. Green: Law and order!

Mr. MUNBIE: Yes. That was his ery at
the Albany election.

Mr. Troy: That was not the ery that told.

Mr., MUNSIE: I was in Albany at the
time.

My, Thomson :
‘sproikers,’’

Mr. O'Loghlen: You were there once and
lost your deposit.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not ashamed of
having been there. I am not ashamed of my
attitnde in the Albany election but I am
a little ashamed of the result. The ‘*West
Angtralian’’ came out with @ leader within
a day or two after the election was fought
and quoted the resnlt as the opinion of the
people of Western Australia. It said that
the people were behind the Government in
their attitude, and were against the attitude
of .. the lumpers on the ¥Fremantle wharf,
While it is true the Minister for Mines won
his seat at Albany, which ia 400 milea from
Eremantle, because of this one plank in his
platform, we have since had an election for
a geat in the Upper House, for which there
ia a property qualification. The provinee in
question covered the whole area affected by
the Fremantle dJispute. The same hon,
gentleman was down there assisting one of
the candidates. This was in Fremantle,
where the trouble. took place. Although he’
continued to advocate that the people shonld
stick to law and order, even with the pro-
perty qualification the candidate who was
sticking up for the Labour policy won tRe
seat by a handsome majority for the first
time in the history of Western Anstralia, so
far as that Province is ¢oncerned, If the
‘“West Aungtralian’’ had been just it would

You were one of the
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have pointed out. that the people of Fre-
mantle at least were behind ‘the lumpers in
their attitude over the strike, but it failed
to mention anything about the matter,
Hon. P. Collier: It was a mere oversight.

[The Speaker resumed the OChair.]

M:r. MUNSIE: A good deal depends upon
what is meant by maintaining law and order
and constituted anthority. Members may say
that we muat adhere to our present Constitu-
tion, but they will never have a snpporter
in me. I want to see the present Constitn-
tion of Western Australia altered. It ia ab-
solutely unfair, and I am not prepared to
give my vote for its continvance, Do my
friends opposite believe that a Constitution
which provides, in what is supposed to be a
democratie country, that about 40,000 people
can out-vote, or nullify, the work of 162,000
people, ia just? On our Assembly rolls to-
day, where every adult man and woman in
Western Auwstralia is entitled to have his
name, we have 162,000 names. At the other
end of this building we have the Legislative
Couneil, and under our Constitution it is pro-
vided that this shall be maintained on a
property qualification. On the rolls for that
Chamber there are 52,000 names. Those
52,000 names, however, do not represent
40,000 people. Some of those persons have
gix votes, becanse they have property in six
different provinees. Even under our present
franchise there are not 40,000 people who
are entitled to vote for the Upper House. I
never have been in favour of a Constitution
of that kind, and trust I never will he.
What is the policy of the present Govern-
ment? The great cry last mession was *‘Y.et
us get into recese 5o that we may demon-
etrate what we can do by administration.?’
The Government got into Tecess and have
squabbled amongst themselves ever since.
They have never had time to do any ad-
ministration or effeet any economies. They
now meet the Houee after a third attempt
with a new Premier, who puts forward
practically no policy whatever,

Hon. P. Collier: An optimistic poliey.

Mr, MUNSIE: There is no policy out-
lined in the Governor’s Speech. One hon.
member has just held up the blank side of
-that speech and said ‘‘That is where the
policy i8.!? There ia no policy. When chalk
lenged in the House the Premier put for-
ward a statement which be says is the
poliey of the Government. It is the same
policy as that held by the National party
when returned to power a few years ago. It
is, **Produce, produce, produce.’’ There 18
one great advantage to the party advoeat-
ing that policy, In five years time they can
say they have not had time to materialise
that policy, and that it will be beneficlal
when that time has arrived. The Premier
“went to Bridgetown. I take it that when
speakitig as Premier at a publie funection at
a place like Bridgetown, he is cutlining the
policy of the Government of which he is
the head. In that town he predicted the
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building of hundreds.of miles of railway,
te cost a million of money, and he said he
was going to survey a million acres of land
a year, and that he wanted a million immi-
grants. In that same speech he referred to
the sacrifices made by the Honorary Min-
ister. Before dealing with those gacrifices,
however, let me say a word or two regard-
ing the million immigrants and the millions
of acres of land meuntioned by the Premioer.
To me it is remarkable that the Premier
of this State—who is an optimist when in
office and a pessimist when in Opposition—
ghould talk in nothing but millions. The
hon. gentleman wants a million immigrants,
and he says he has arranged for a thousand
immigrants per month, which means 12,000
per year. He is making arrangements
to immigrate 12000 people for the
purpose of sgettling fthem onm our lands
within a year. Can any member of
this House say that is a reasonable pro-
position? Is it reasomable in view of the
fact that the Premier has just been pur-
chasing 39,000 acres of land for the pur-
pose of settling 214 returned soldiers ¢
Where is the consistency, the reason, of a
policy of that kind? Personally, I am op-.
posed to the policy of repurchasing cstates,
as I said when legislation for ecompulsory
purchase and the measure for soldier settle-
ment were before the House, If the Govern-
ment do repurchase estates, it should be
done by only one method. To me it seems
remarkable that the Government have been
able to repurchase such large areas of land
at what Ministers say are bargain prices,
and this without ever baving to put into
operation  their  compulsory  purchase
powers, I am not prepared to believe that
the land holders from whom these areas
have been repurchased are such philanthro-
pista as to let the Government have the
land at less than its value. I trust that
when a motion now on the Notice Paper is
carried the whole of the papers bearing on
this subject will be laid on the Table, I
think those papers will prove that the ne-
tual capital cost of the repurchased estates,

‘together with the advance to the soldier

for the purpose of building a home will
amount to a total foredooming the soldier
settler to failure.

The Minister for Works Soldier seitle-
ment is costing more in the other States than
here.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, and there is different
land in the other States.

Government Members: No.

Mr. MUNSIE: I was born a2nd reared on
a farm. There is one other subject men-
tioned in the Governor’s Speech with which
1 wish to deal, because it interests me very
much. That is the measure to regulate the
sale of commodities. Let me be candid and
say straight away that T have absolutely no
faith in the control of prices of necessary
commodities by the present Government, even
if & good measure were passed for that pur-
pose. I have no faith in the administration
of such a law by the présent Ministers in the
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interests of the working classes of Western
Australia,

The Minister for Works:
savere.

Mr. MUNSIE: Personally I do not be-
lieve the measure will be what it ought to
be, after it has gone through tbis Chamber.
In 1915, when we had a Control of Trade
in War Time Act on the statute-book and
the measure came up for re-enactment, many
members now gitting on the opposite side
of the House, including some on the Treasury
bench, actually opposed the re-enactment of
that law, and it was eventually defeated in
another Chamber, at the instance of the pre-
gent leader of that Chamber, Mr. Colebatch,
And now Mr. Colebatch has to turn round
and introduce this promised measure. T will
go so far as to say that the appearance of
& promise of this nature in the Governor’s
Speech iz simply intended as a means of vote
catching at the next election. Many hon.
members opposite have said that price fixing
¢can do no good, and members of the Gov-
ernment even declare that they are abso-
lutely opposed to amy State conirol of prices,
believing that these matters should be left
entirely to private enterprise. In my opinion,
there are scores of ways in which the Gov-
ernment eovld do a great deal of good by
n price fixing measure. Ministers have asked
what chance they have of conirolling the
prices of mnecessaries of life imported into
this State from other Statest They have a
good chance if they possess the necessary
backbone. In order to do anything effective
in this respect, they must tackle the im-
porters of Western Australia, and in fact
they must become the sole importers of food-
gtuffs into Western Australia, The Govern-
ment cannot eomprehensively control the
prices of imported foodstuffs unless
they become the sole importer of them.
My belief is that a good deal of the
increase in  the eost of commodities
results from unnecessary handling and
from excesgive profits made by middlemen.
A .Governmert sincerely - wanting to reduce
the cost of living should step in and do
the importing themselves. The Government
could do a great deal in connection with the
priee of meat in Western Austraha, but
when asked to take action they say *‘ First
settle the seamen’s strike and let the boats
get away to bring down cattle.”” Had thero
never heen a seamen’s strike, had the State
boats not been delayed in Fremanile, they
could not have made the trip and been back
again earlier than a week ago. How much,
therefore, has the holding up of those ves-
sels interfered with the price of meat in
Western Australia? Tt has not interfered
with it at all, although it will do 30 in the
futnre. But who is getting the excess profits
from the price of meat to-day? Is it the
grower? I say that in nine cases out of ten
it is not the grower, but the agents, the big
firms, who are getting those profits. Wecks
ago it was suggested to the present Premier
that the Government should take econtrol
of .the handling of the stock from the pro-

That is very
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ducer to the abatteirs. But the Government
did nothing of the sort, for that would have
heen against. their friends. Recently the
‘‘West Australian’' published a statement
by J. K. Warner, a butcher in a fairly large
way io Bubiaco, who stated at a meeting of
the retail butchers that 75 per cent. of the
stock sold in the Midland sale yard was
ovned by the agent. On the following day
two of the agents wrote to the newspaper
declaring that they did not own one head of
stock. Then Mr. Warner get out to prove
his statement. He despatched a number of
telegrams to growers in the pastoral and
agrienltural areas, offering to purchase a
thousand sheep at 8l4d. per Ib, on the hoof,
He got the same replies all round, something
to this effeet, ‘“Sorry, all stock available for
market to-day scld weeks ago to the agents at
5144, per Ib.'" At the very next sale at Mid-
land, as reported in the “‘ West Australian,”’
sheep brought up to 1s. 0%d. per 1b. on the
hoof, the very sheep that had been puorchased
at 534, by the agents. From this it is easy
to see who ig getting the profits. The news-.
Ppaper report went on to say that the lowest
price paid that day was 93%d. per b, Pro-
bably that parficular mutton was bonght at
414d. per 1b. from the grower. Clearly then,
the excess profits have been going, not to
the grower, but to the agent, the man who
does no useful work whatever for the coun-
try. Here is an instance where the Goveran-
ment could do something, namely by euntting
out that man altogether. It has been said
that the State Government carn de no good
by attempting to regulate prices, that it is
a Federal matter. Members of the Country
party know that for the season before last
the jute merchants of Anstralia could not,
or would not, import the necessary jute
goods. The result was that ‘the Common-
wealth Government stepped in and importefl
the whole of the jute goods required. But
Lefore giving their order they accepted the
estimate prepared by their inspectors as to
the probable harvest, and they ordered thaeir
bags accordingly. Unfortunately, the ecrop
did not come up to expectations, and in ¢on-
sequence the Federal Government bad an
engrmous quantity, something like 432,000
dozen bags, left over. A citizen of this
State, hearing about this over-carry, went
to Melbourne and proposed to the Prime
Minister that it would be only fair to the
farmers of Awustralia if .they were supplied
with those bags at the cost price to the
Commonwealth. To this the Prime Minister
agreed; but as it did not come strictly within
his department, he went and consulted the
Minister specifically concerned who, in tura,
said that it was a fair proposition. The
Western Auvstralian merchant left for home
with a definite promise that the bags wonld
be distributed in accordance with the require-
ments of each State at 9s, B8d. per dozon.
When he got back he discovered something
else. Almost immedistely after leaving, a
deputation from the juté merchants waited
on the same Minister in Melbourne, to put.
their side of the question. They said they
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were importing a large number of bags for
the present barvest and if they could not
have the .distribution of the lot they would
not-distribute any, The Minister was accom-
modating enough to hand over the whole lot
of them, He gave 432,000 dozen to one firm,
Crispen & Co.,, of Melbourne. That firm
abligingly notified the farmers of Australia
that they could have the bags at 12s, 6d.
a dozen, a difference of 2s, 10d. a dozen.
That in itself pans cut at £61,200 that the
Commonwealth Government by refusing to
go on with the control of the jute goods
handed over to Crispen & Co., and as a
matter of fact on the total quantity of bags
the amount of profit that the jute merchauts
made for next door to nothing was £170,000.
There was a beantiful present for them.
What do we find takeas place when the
National Government are attacked in this
matter? A question was asked in the Senate
in conneetion with the bags, and one of the
reagons as to why they were handed over
to the jute merchants is as follows—

The terms and ¢onditions suggested were

not very satisfactory.

That is, the terms and conditions from the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association.

Moraover the conditions under which the

sacks were purchased in (aleuita required

that they be distributed through the usnal
trade channel,
That reply is ahsolutely untrue. .

Member: You do not wonder then that
they developed into a eco-operation.

Mr. MUNSIE: I want to see eo-operation,
but T do not want to see it come
into operation only in the interests of
the people for whom my friend is an
advocate. Those peocple came into
the co-operative movement for the pur-
pose of getting out the middleman, but they
are acting practically as the middlemen
themselves to-day, I do not want to see that.
The Minister who gave the reply in the
Senate was responsible for the distribution
of the whole of the bags the year before
witheut consulting the merchants, and he had
the andacity to say that the conditions under
which they were purchased in Caleutta pro-
hibited the distribution through other than
the ordinary trade channel

Mr, Maley: The jute combine in Caleuita
refused to sell to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, but they had to sell these bags be-
eause they were in Australia, They only got
them throngh the good offices of the Imperial
Government,

Mr. MUNSIE: They were here, and I do
not care how the Federal Government got
them,
pared to accent the reply which was given in
the Senate they deserve what they get. A
good deal has been said with regard to in-
dustrial unrest. I honestly believe that while
existing conditions prevail we are going to
have more industrial unrest. I do not see
any other alternative. T believe we are going
to get a considerable amount more than we
have had up to the present unless the Gov-
ernments, both State and Federal, are pre-

If the people of Ausiralia are pre-
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pared and have backbone enmough to take a
hand. Let ug view the industrial trouble we
have had in Western Australia. In every
instance when an employee has attempied to
meet the employer—they have dome it on
every occasion—the employer has point blank
refused to concede anything until the men
have gone cut on strike. I challenge contra-
diction to that statement. TUnder existing
conditions men with wives and families ean-
not live. Theirs is a mere existence.

The Minister for Works: They cannot live
on strikes.

Mr. MUNSIE: They have to do something
in order to get better consideration than they
are receiving to-day. I quite agree that
they cannot live on strikes, but fortunately
for the workers of Western Australia they
have not sll been on strike at the same
time, and many of those who have not
been foreed to take that action have seen
that the dependants of these on strike
have mnot” wanted. That is the ecause of
all the industrial unrest. I have heard
it said times out of number by Nationalists
and people who have always opposed trades
unionism and the labour movement, that the
cause is the high cost of living,

Mr. Harrison: In part.

Mr. MUNSIE: That wants to be turncd
clean over, absolutely upside down. The
whole of the industrial unrest during the
past two or three years in Australia has
been caused by the high cost of living.
Men have suffered until they eannot suffer
any longer. Take the tramway strike in
Perth, Did the Government contede any-
thing until the men came out? No; the men
had to go on strike hefore the Government
even agreed to consider the position. Take
the woodline strike which has lasted seven
weoks, and which has proved most disas-
trons for Western Australia. This has been
one.of the longest troubles we have ever
bad on the goldfields. T heard it said thas
the employers declared that some of the de-
mands made by the men were extortionate,
that they were asking something that they
knew the companies could not concede. In
my opinion they were not asking enough.
I am not going to argne the position o1
the companies and their ability to pay;
I argue the right of the worker to
live on a decemt standard of comfort.
Something must be done. The earnings of
the firewood workers are known exactly.
They pay a check weighman at one end and
at the other end a man to supervise the
loading. It is known exaetly how much
wood a man eutes and what his earningas
are and, of courge, the earnings e¢f the
wages men are known, Figuring it out in
this way, they asked for the increases and
put forward the alternative that they would
accept 1916 rates if the ecompany mapplied
the tools of trade and commodities at the
prices ruling in January, 1916, Had the
companies paid the increase, instead of ac-
cepting the alternative proposal, the men
would have been worse off to the amount of
£1 1s, 6d. a month, duve to the present high
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eost of living. -No wonder they were pre-
pared to aecept the 1916-agreement; As an
industrialist 'and s trade unionist, I am glaa
this settlement has been -made. - It is the
first instance of a strike in Australia hav-
ing been settled on the right lines. The
time has come when the workers shenld
réalise that it is useless. to go for inereased
-wages if no control is to be exercized over
‘the prices of the commedities which .they
have to buy with the wages. This settle-
ment is practically an admission that all
those employees on- the wood lines have
been robbed for the last three years, They
are going back regardleas of what the pro-
fiteer might do in future; for 12 months
be eannot affect them. They will still get
their commodities on the job at the prices
ruling in 1916, I would like to see a few
other disputes settled on similar lines, in
order to force a reduetion in the prices of
commodities. There is no mecessity for
prices to be as high as they are at present.
The member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington), in
the course of an address recently, said the
only possible way out, in his opinion, was
that the workers must work harder and do
more work,

Mr., Hardwiek: He. did not say the
workers; he said the people—tliose whu are
not workmg

Mr., MUNSIE: The hon. member is a

good apologist for him.

Mr. Hardwick: I heard what he said; he
wag misquoted in the Press.

Mr. MUNSIE: I would like the hon.
member to explain wha{ people he meant
should work harder.

My. Hardwick: Those who are not pro-
dueing.

Mr. MUNSIE: If that poliey is favoured,
how would it be to take a eensus of all
pecple in the Btate, from 18 yeurs upwards,
to ascertain whe are doing useful work and
who are not? I{ would be absolutely as-
tounding to find how many parasites we
have in the State—pecple doing no usetul
work. If the man doing useful work has
to work harder, he has to be paid higher
than the man doing less. useful work,
had my way, a man doing non-useful work
should receive mo pay at all

Mr. Harrison: Dispense with him nlto-
gether.

Mr. Hardwick: Hand him over to the
member for Fremantle,

Mr. MUNSIE: Every individual shonld
be employed in doing some nseful work,

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear.

Mr. MUNSIE: T am pleased to have the
cndovsement of the Minister. If he is sin-
cere, and ean infinence the Govermment to
ingist on thig, they will accomplish consider-
able good and rediece the cost of living by
wiping out dozens, nay thousands, of peo-
ple who are drawing ten times a3 much as
those engaged in useful work.

The Minister for Works: ¥You draw the
list omnt.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister knows dozens
of them who could be wiped out completely,

If I
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The member. for Guildford .(Mr. Davies},
during ‘the ‘whole course of his speech, did
néthing bit- attack "and abuse the working
class people of Australin. He did not bave
one word to say in favour of any member of
the community who ig of the working class—
not from beginning to end. The whole
speech was one of absolute abuse. The hon.
member said he would deal with the profiteer,
but he went on fo' deal with something else
and left the profiteer severely alome, I
would not take exception to many members
on that side of the House adopting such
tactics, but I do take exception to the hon.
member regorting to those tactica in the
Houge, 'and thén going outside and saying
he is etill a member of the working class,
and as good a uniomist as I am. ' He is not,
and never was.

The Minister for Works: That is a matter
of opinion,

Mr. MUNSIE: It might be. The time is
not far distant when the whole system of
government, in faect the whole soeial system
of the world, will be altered. T am enffi-
eiently optimistic to believe, notwithstanding
the revolution in Russia, that the working
clasg of Australia will get their rights before
the workers of Russia get theirs. I am not
altogether with my friend the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Jones), or with the interpre-
tation placed on his remarks by members
gitting opposite.

My, Jones: That is more like it.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not think he believes
it necesgary to take up arms to get what we
want,

Mr. Jones: I never advocated such a thing.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have heard men refer to
the revolution in Russia and then advocate a
revolution in Australia, but T believe the
workers can pet their rights without that,
There is ne comparison hbetween the two
countries. Had I been a Russian and been
obliged to live under the conditions prevail-
ing 'in Russia, I should have said ‘Yes, a
revolution with arms,’’ Thoere would have
been no alternative. "For Australia, however,
I say, ¢ Yes, a revolution, but without arms.’’
Tt the workers of Australia would omly be
true to themselves they could get what they
want through the ballot box.

Mr. Troy: Under this Constitution$

Mr. MUNSBIE: If they were unanimous
in their desires they could alter it within
three months,

Mr. Troy: Howt

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon. member knows
quite well how it could be done. If the
people of Western Australia are sincerely
desirous of altering the Constitution they can
bring that about very quickly. They can de-
mand that it be altered, and it will he
done. If my reactionary friends on the op-
posite henches thought for a moment that the
majority of the people was going in a certain
direction they would rush to go in that
direction also, but as things are they have to
be forced there by the people themselves.
Hon., members on this side of the House,
however, try to lead the people on at s faster
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rate than they- are now going. Membera on
“the other side have to be shoved by the people
before they will do anything. Ever since the
Labour party went ont of office we have had
& Government which has done nothing but
talk.. We have a Premiér now who, if talk is
any good, has talked enough to save Western
Australia, and who, if he did what- he saya
he is going to do, will put us out of our
difficulties by the end of the financial year.
‘When the end of the finaneial year comes,
however, we shall find that what has hap-
pened in the past will happen again, Mem-
bers of the Government say they are the only
people who possess the necessary business
acumen. As a matter of fact, they have not
been as good administrators by half as the
Labour Government. They had more revenue,
and though they spent less money they went
further into debt. They are beginning to
admit now that they know nothing about
administration. When the Labour Gov-
ernment were in office they were ecriti-
cised because of the amount of money
they spent. They did -~ spend money,
but work ‘was being carried on in Western
Australia becanse of that expenditure. The
expenditure last year was even more than
was the expenditure in the last year of office
of the Labour Government, but where are the
works going on in Western Australia? There
are none.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense.

Mr. MUNSIE: Nothing has been done by
the Government. When he sat on this side
of the House the Premier was one of the
mosgt bitter erities of the Labour Government,
and said that the whole of the money bor-
rowed by them and spent on publie works
had been wasted. At the sitting bhefore last
he said that the whole of the money that had
been borrowed and spent in Western Aus-
tralia was a good asset for the State, That
shows how his attitude changes when he
crosses over to the other side of the House.
I hopé the Government will make a genuine
endeavour to reduce the cost of living. I
warn them that if they negleet to do this
their political existonce will be brief. They
will never survive the next election if they
fail to effect an improvement. In spite of
their talk about the matter I have no faith
in their intentiona.

On motion by Mr. Robinsor debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.15 pm.
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‘'The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
pm., and tead prayers.

QUESTION—SODIUM NITRATE.

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Minister
for Education: What restrictions or regula-
tiong are in operation or are likely to be
brought into ‘eperation with reference to the
use of sodium nitrate in nitro-glycerine ex-
plosives?

The MINISTER FQOR EDUCATION re-
plied as follows: Regulations are now being
framed, and will be gazetted on Friday
next, permitting the use of sodium nitrate
in imining explosives, provided that the
presence of that compound is indicated in
the marking on the cases.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, SECOND.
ARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCES.

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, What namber of children over
the age of 14 years left the State schools in
1917 and 1918% 2, Are any figures available
as to the percentage of scholars leaving the
‘Primary Schools who passed into the Tech-
‘nical or Secondary Schools?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plicd as follows: No statistics are kept
which would epable me to answer these
gugstions, ‘but: steps are being taken to
collect the information,

QUESTION—NATIONALIST WOREERS,
ROYAL COMMISSION.

Hon. H. CARSON asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Has a Royal Commission been
appointed to inguire inte the recent Fre-
niantle trouble? 2, If se, who ave the gentle-
men to act on the commission¥ 8, What is te
be the scope of the commission’s inguiry?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied as follows; No. The delay is due to
protracted negotiations with the Federal
Government, which is jointly concerned
with the State Government in the matter.
Finality will be rcached on the ¥isit, next
week, of the Acting Prime Minister.



